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Monday, November 03, 2025  
 
Honorable City Council 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Re: 1516 Erato Street 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Attached, please find a report summarizing an appeal of the New Orleans Historic District Landmarks 

Commission’s denial of an appeal of the ARC recommendations regarding the construction of a hotel 

at the above referenced address 

 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Burke 

Deputy Director 
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1516 Erato Street is a vacant lot located in the Lower Garden District, full control, local historic district.  

The applicant first appeared before the ARC in July of 2025. At that time the ARC noted that the 

proposed massing envelope of the development was too large in relationship to the existing historic 

structures of the streetscape.  The ARC recommended breaking down the massing of the proposal to 

allow the development to be more compatible with the historic context.   

The applicant returned to the ARC two more times in August and September of 2025 but at each 

review the massing remained the same as initially proposed.  The applicant contends that the height 

and bulk of neighboring, incompatible, non- contributing structures justifies their request to fill the 

entire allowable zoning envelope at this location.  The HDLC and ARC contend that new infill should 

follow the HDLC Design Guidelines (see below) and be compatible in terms of massing and height with 

the historic district and immediate, adjacent historic context.  
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Adjacent historic, residentially scaled buildings in the 1500 block of Erato Street  
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At their meeting of October 17, 2025, the Commission reviewed the proposal and the ARC 

recommendations.  The Commission agreed that no effort had been made during the ARC review 

process to reduce the massing of the proposal to better relate to the height and massing of the 

existing historic context.  The HDLC Architectural Review Committee routinely works successfully with 

architects and developers to adapt development proposals to be compatible with the historic context.  

Hundreds of large-scale developments throughout the city of New Orleans have been improved and 

enhanced because of HDLC Architectural Review Committee recommendations. In the end, architects 

and developers often thank the ARC members for the assistance as they agree the process led to an 

improved design.  Despite this, certain developers do not wish to work within the design review 

process to achieve sensitive, thoughtful development that fits well within the historic neighborhoods 

in which they are placed. These developers often seek to extract the maximum amount of profit 

rather than provide a design that relates to the neighborhood they seek to profit from. The Lower 

Garden District and the St. Charles Avenue corridor are attractive precisely because of the successful 

efforts of the historic preservation community to protect and enhance the historic resources.  Those 

that seek to develop in the communities that have benefited from the protections of historic 

preservation should have to work within the framework that made those places desirable to develop 

in in the first place. The City Council should not reward developers that refuse to engage in good faith 

with the HDLC to achieve a development the meets the HDLC Design Guidelines and is compatible 

with the neighborhood. The HDLC requests that the City Council deny this appeal and require the 

applicant continue to work with the HDLC ARC to achieve a design that meets the HDLC Design 

Guidelines.  
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Additional drawings and photos may be found in the staff report: https://sites.google.com/view/no-

cmm-101725/new-work-applications/1516-erato-st 

 

 Video of the hearing may be found here: 

https://cityofno.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=7&clip_id=5216 
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