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Wednesday, March 25, 2026  

 

Honorable City Council 

1300 Perdido Street 

New Orleans, LA 70112 

 

Re: 7309 Freret Street  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

Attached, please find a report regarding an appeal of the New Orleans Historic District Landmarks 

Commission’s approval of an application to demolish the above referenced building to grade.  

 

This appeal was made by a concerned citizen not the owner of the property. 

 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Yvette Jett 

Principal Architectural Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

HDLC Guidelines:  

Section 12, Pages 23-24 of the Guidelines for New Construction, Additions and Demolition states that 

the demolition of all or portions of historic resources within a local Historic District or Landmark site 

are considered drastic actions, since they alter the character of the area. Once historic resources or 

buildings that contribute to the heritage of the community are destroyed, it is generally impossible to 

reproduce their design, texture, materials, details and their special character and interest in the 

neighborhood. When reviewing demolition applications at properties located within a Historic District 

or at a Landmark site, the HDLC uses the following criteria in its evaluations: 

 The historic or architectural significance of the building or structure as designated by its 

“rating”: Non-Contributing 

 The importance of the building or structure to the tout ensemble of the area: None; the 

current building does not appear on the 1951 Sanborn map, confirming it was constructed 

outside the period of significance for the local historic district (1840-1937). 

 The alternatives to demolition that have been explored by the applicant: No alternative 

proposals have been submitted. 

 The difficulty or impossibility of reproducing such a building or structure because of its 

design, texture, material or detail: N/A 

 The special character and aesthetic interest that the building or structure adds to the local 

Historic District: None: the one-story brick slab-on-grade structure does not appear to have a 
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specific architectural style and does not contribute aesthetically to the surrounding historic 

district. 

 The condition of the building or structure: No inspection was conducted as this building is 

non-contributing. 

Staff Recommendations:  

Due to the Non-Contributing status, Staff had no objection to the request for the demolition to grade. 

At their hearing of March 11, 2026, the Commission reviewed photos of the structure and the Staff 

report.  The Commission then voted to approve the demolition.  The HDLC does not have jurisdiction 

over the use of structures or the design of new construction in the Uptown partial control local 

historic district.  

Staff respectfully request that the City Council uphold the decision of the Historic District Landmarks 

Commission. 

 

Additional information, public comment and photos may be found in the staff report:  

https://sites.google.com/view/nocmm031126/old-demolition-applications/7309-freret-st 
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