
ORDINANCE 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

CITY HALL:    March 12, 2026 

CALENDAR NO. 35,357 

NO. ___________________ MAYOR COUNCIL SERIES 

BY: COUNCILMEMBER HARRIS (BY REQUEST) 

AN ORDINANCE to authorize the Mayor of the City of New Orleans to enter into this 

Amendment No. 1 to a previously executed Lease Agreement, between the City of New Orleans 

(“City”) and Da Empire LLC, a Louisiana Limited Liability Company (“Lessee”), for the lease of 

City-owned property, to wit: a certain portion of ground together with all buildings and 

improvements thereon situated in the Parish of Orleans, First Municipal District, Square 530 and 

545 which forms a Portion of Lafayette (Late Cypress) Street Right-of-Way (Unconstructed) 

between S. Galvez Street, and which improvements bear the municipal address of 2222 Poydras 

Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 (the “Leased Premises”), to (i) permit certain non-

permanent signage, (ii) permit the sale, service, and consumption of alcohol on the Leased 

Premises, and (iii) amend the rent structure and related provisions of the Lease, as more fully set 

forth in the Amendment No. 1 form attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made part hereof; and 

otherwise to provide with respect thereto. 

WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans may lease city-owned immovable property for a 

period of more than one year in accordance with the sealed bid process set forth in Section 2- 925 

of the Code of the City of New Orleans; and 

WHEREAS, the City and Lessee now desire to amend the First Amended  and Restated 

Lease Agreement including two of the exhibits included therein, to wit: Exhibit A “Legal 

Description,” and Exhibit C “Notice of First Amended and Restated Lease Agreement,” in order 

to: (i) acknowledge completion of the stabilization of the property, (ii) acknowledge the Financing 

obtained from the Leasehold Mortgages in connection with the Renovation, and (iii) amend the 

legal description of the Leased Premises therein; NOW, THEREFORE 

SECTION I. THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS HEREBY 1 

ORDAINS, that the Mayor, on behalf of the City of New Orleans, is hereby authorized to enter 2 

into this Amendment No. 1,  in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, to the previously executed 3 

Lease Agreement between the City of New Orleans and Da Empire LLC, a Louisiana Limited   4 



Liability Company (“Lessee”) in order to (i) acknowledge completion of the stabilization of the 5 

property, (ii) acknowledge the Financing obtained from the Leasehold Mortgages in connection 6 

with the Renovation, and (iii) amend the legal description of the Leased Premises therein. 7 

SECTION 2.  That Lessee, in addition to the rental amounts described in the First 1 

Amended, shall pay all costs in connection with Amendment No. 1 to the First Amended, including 2 

the notice and promulgation of this Ordinance, the cost of recordation of the executed Amendment 3 

No. 1 to the First Amended Lease attached herein as Exhibit A, and all expenses relating thereto. 4 

SECTION 3.  That the Amendment No. 1 to the First Amended and Agreement, 1 

substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, is incorporated and made a part hereof. 2 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS ________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 
 
DELIVERED TO THE MAYOR ON _____________________ 
 
 
APPROVED: 
DISAPPROVED: _____________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
 
RETURNED BY THE MAYOR ON ____________________ AT ____________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

RECUSED: 
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO  

LEASE OF LAND AGREEMENT 

BY 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

TO 

DA EMPIRE, LLC 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF ORLEANS 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT (the “Amendment”) is entered into by and between the 

City of New Orleans, represented by Helena Moreno, Mayor (the “City” as “Landlord”), and Da 

Empire, LLC, represented by Airlanzo Wells, Manager (“Tenant”).  The City and the Tenant are 

sometimes each referred to as a “Party,” and collectively, as the “Parties.”  The Amendment is 

effective as of the date of execution by the City (the “Effective Date”). 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on June 6, 2022, Landlord and Tenant entered into a Lease of Land 

Agreement (the “Lease”) pursuant to which Landlord agreed to lease to Tenant certain premises 

described fully as:  

WHEREAS, since the commencement of the Lease, Tenant utilized the Leased Premises 

for patron parking; and  

WHEREAS, per the Lease, Tenant has not erected any signage on the Leased Premises, 

nor has Tenant sold or permitted the consumption of any alcohol on the Leased Premises; and 

WHEREAS, Landlord has agreed to permit signage to be placed on the Leased Premises, 

so long as said signage is not permanent and may be removed without damage to the Leased 

Premises, and the Lease must be amended to reflect such a change; and 

WHEREAS, Landlord has agreed to permit the sale and consumption of alcohol on the 

Leased Premises, and the Lease must be amended to reflect such a change; and  

WHEREAS, Landlord and Tenant agreed to amend the lease to reflect an increase in the 

annual rent amount. 
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WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Lease to address those changes. 

NOW THEREFORE, the mutual covenants and conditions set forth herein, and for other 

good and valuable considerations, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 

Landlord and Tenant hereby agree as follows: 

1. The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by 

reference. Capitalized terms used herein which are not otherwise defined shall have the same 

meaning ascribed to them in the Lease. 

2. This Amendment may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be 

deemed to be an original, and all of such counterparts shall constitute one agreement. To facilitate 

execution of this Amendment, the parties may execute and exchange email counterparts of the 

signature pages, and email counterparts shall serve as originals.  

3. Section 2.1 of the Lease is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 

following: 

2.1 Annual Rent. This Lease is made for and in consideration of 

annual rent of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 

($12,500.00). Payment of the annual rent shall begin on the effective 

date of this First Amendment and shall be made in accordance with 

the terms and conditions set forth in the Lease. 

The City acknowledges that, pursuant to the original Lease, the 

Tenant incurred appraisal costs in the amount of Two Thousand 

Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00), and the City agreed to a one-

time offset of One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,250.00) 

against the 2022/2023 lease year rent. This prior offset shall remain 

recognized as completed, and no further offsets shall apply to future 

lease years. 

4. Section 2.3 is amended to read as follows: 

2.3 If Lessee wishes to exercise the applicable renewal options, 

Lessee agrees to pay the City annual rent during the applicable 

renewal-option term of one hundred fifteen percent (115%) of the 

annual rent paid during the immediately preceding term or renewal 

term (said limitations are collectively “the Rent Cap”). Annual rent 

will increase every five years after the original Term, with the first 

increase on the 1st day of the fifth year after the Commencement 

Date of this lease, as follows:   

Years Annual Rental Payment 

Each Year 

2022-2025 $6,825.00 

2026-2027 $12,500 

If approved, 2028-2032 $14,375.00 

If approved, 2033-2037 $16,531.25 

If approved, 2038-2042 $19,010.94 

TOTAL: 20 years 

(If all 3 renewals approved) 

$295,060.95 

5. Section 2.5 of the lease is amended to INCREASE the total rental payment of the 

Leased Premises from $162,284.70 to $295,060.95 for the primary term, AND for each subsequent 

renewal term of three years if approved by the City. 
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6. Section 3.7 of the Lease is amended to allow for the erection of certain signage on 

the Leased Premises. Specifically, Tenant may erect signage reflecting the name of Tenant’s 

business(es) that operate at the Leased Premises, under the express condition that the signage is 

not permanent, and that it be removeable from the Leased Premises without causing damage. Any 

damage to the Leased Premises resulting from Tenant’s signage shall be repaired at Tenant’s sole 

expense. All other terms and conditions of this section remain the same. 

7. Section 3.9 of the Lease is amended to read as follows:  

3.9 This lease is entered into with the express understanding that 

alcohol is permitted to be sold, served, and consumed on the Leased 

Premises.   

8. Except for the modifications made herein, all other terms and conditions contained 

in the Original Lease shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

[SIGNATURES CONTAINED ON NEXT PAGE] 

 

[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.] 
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THUS DONE AND PASSED, in my office in New Orleans, Louisiana, on this ______ (day) of 

________________ (month), 20____, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, 

and with the said appearer and me, a Notary Public, after due reading of the whole, the Parties 

hereto have executed this Amendment as of the Effective Date. 

 

WITNESS: 

 

By: ______________________________ 

 

Printed Name: ______________________ 

LANDLORD: 

 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

 

BY: ______________________________ 

HELENA MORENO 

Its: Mayor 

WITNESS: 

 

By: ______________________________ 

 

Printed Name: ______________________ 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Printed Name: _____________________ 

Notary/Bar No: ____________________ 

State: ____________________________ 

My Commission Expires: ____________ 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

Law Department 

By: _________________________________ 

Printed Name: _________________________ 
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THIS DONE AND PASSED, on this _____ day of ________________, 20____. 

WITNESS: 

 

By: ______________________________ 

 

Printed Name: ______________________ 

 

 

WITNESS: 

 

By: ______________________________ 

 

Printed Name: ______________________ 

LESSEE: 

 

DA EMPIRE, LLC 

 

BY: ______________________________ 

AIRLANZO WELLS, 

Its: Managing Member 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Printed Name: _____________________ 

Notary/Bar No: ____________________ 

State: ____________________________ 

My Commission Expires: ____________ 

 

 



FIRST AMENDMENT TO  

LEASE OF LAND AGREEMENT 
 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LEASE OF LAND (“Lease”) is made and entered into 

this ___ day of September, 2025, by and between DA EMPIRE, LLC, (“Tenant”) and CITY OF 

NEW ORLEANS (as “Landlord”). 
 

RECITALS 
 

WHEREAS, Landlord and Tenant entered into a Lease of Land Agreement dated June 6, 

2022, (the “Lease”) pursuant to which Landlord agreed to lease to Tenant certain premises 

described fully as:  

 

 
 

WHEREAS, since the commencement of the Lease, Tenant utilized the Leased Premises 

for patron parking; and  

 

WHEREAS, per the Lease, Tenant has not erected any signage on the Leased Premises, 

nor has Tenant sold or permitted the consumption of any alcohol on the Leased Premises; and 

 

WHEREAS, Landlord has agreed to permit signage to be placed on the Leased Premises, 

so long as said signage is not permanent and may be removed without damage to the Leased 

Premises, and the Lease must be amended to reflect such a change; and 

 

WHEREAS, Landlord has agreed to permit the sale and consumption of alcohol on the 

Leased Premises, and the Lease must be amended to reflect such a change; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Lease to address those changes. 

 

AMENDMENT 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the mutual covenants and conditions set forth herein, and other good 

and valuable considerations, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 

Landlord and Tenant hereby agree as follows: 



1. The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by 

reference. Capitalized terms used herein which are not otherwise defined shall have 

the same meaning ascribed to them in the Lease. 

 

2. This Amendment may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be 

deemed to be an original, and all of such counterparts shall constitute one 

agreement. To facilitate execution of this Amendment, the parties may execute and 

exchange email counterparts of the signature pages, and email counterparts shall 

serve as originals.  

 

3. Section 3.7 of the Lease is amended to allow for the erection of certain signage on 

the Leased Premises. Specifically, Tenant may erect signage reflecting the name of 

Tenant’s business(es) that operate at the Leased Premises, under the express 

condition that the signage is not permanent, and that it be removeable from the 

Leased Premises without causing damage. Any damage to the Leased Premises 

resulting from Tenant’s signage shall be repaired at Tenant’s sole expense. All other 

terms and conditions of this section remain the same. 

 

4. Section 3.9 of the Lease is amended to read as follows:  

 

3.9 This lease is entered into with the express understanding that alcohol is 

permitted to be sold, served, and consumed on the Leased Premises.   

 

5. Except for the modifications made herein, all other terms and conditions contained 

in the Original Lease shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date 

first above written. 
 

 

TENANT:      LANDLORD: 

 

DA EMPIRE, L.L.C.    CITY OF NEW ORLEANS  
 

 

__________________________  ___________________________ 

 

By: Airlanzo Wells    By: ______________________ 

It’s: Managing Member   It’s: ______________________ 
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