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ORDINANCE 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS  

CITY HALL:      April 23, 2026 

CALENDAR NO. 35,425 

NO. ___________________ MAYOR COUNCIL SERIES 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS MORRELL AND HARRIS (BY REQUEST) 

 AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain sections of Chapters 66 and 154 of the Code of 

the City of New Orleans, to transfer parking and towing enforcement from the Department of 

Public Works to the Department of Police; and otherwise to provide with respect thereto.

SECTION 1.  THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS HEREBY 1 

ORDAINS, that sections 66-101, 66-102, 66-105, 66-283.5, and 66-403 of Chapter 66 of the Code 2 

of the City of New Orleans, Louisiana are amended to read as follows: 3 

“Chapter 66 – ENVIRONMENT 4 

* * * 5 

ARTICLE III. – REMOVAL AND DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED AND NUISANCE 6 

MOTOR VEHICLES 7 

Sec. 66-101. – Administration. 8 

The police department shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of this 9 

article, including the removal and disposition of vehicles determined to be "abandoned" or a 10 

"nuisance" on the public streets and highways or on private property within the city, and property 11 

owned by the city. The city may, on an annual basis, contract with private tow truck operators or 12 

towing businesses to remove, store and dispose of abandoned vehicles and nuisance vehicles in 13 

compliance with this article and applicable state laws. Any fees collected in the administration or 14 
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enforcement of this article shall be transmitted to the department of finance for deposit in the 15 

general fund. 16 

Sec. 66-102. – Definitions. 17 

For purposes of this article, certain words and terms are defined as follows: 18 

*  *  * 19 

(b) Policing authority or authority. Policing authority means the police department, or other 20 

authorized agency.  21 

* * * 22 

Sec. 66-105. – Removal of abandoned or nuisance vehicles; pre-towing notice requirements. 23 

Except as otherwise provided in this article, prior to towing an abandoned or nuisance vehicle 24 

the policing authority shall give notice to the registered owner or person entitled to possession of 25 

the vehicle by affixing on the windshield or some other conspicuous place on the vehicle printed 26 

information indicating that the vehicle will be removed by the city on a specified date, that is at 27 

least 48 hours after the notice is affixed, unless the vehicle is moved by the owner or entitled 28 

possessor prior to that date. 29 

* * * 30 

ARTICLE V. – NUISANCES 31 

* *  * 32 

DIVISION 2. – LITTER 33 

* * * 34 

Sec. 66-283.5. – Illegal dumping; enforcement; penalty; fees. 35 

* * * 36 

(c) (1)  A motor vehicle impounded under this article is not subject to replevin, recognition of 37 

ownership for a thing wrongfully taken, and is deemed to be in the custody of the 38 
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superintendent of police. When a motor vehicle is seized under this article, the department 39 

of police shall (i) place the motor vehicle under seal; (ii) remove the motor vehicle to a 40 

place designated by the superintendent; or (iii) remove the motor vehicle to an appropriate 41 

location for disposition in accordance with law.  42 

(d) (1) For any motor vehicle impounded under this article, the police department shall issue the 43 

operator a notice of violation of the provisions of this article and, within three days of 44 

issuing the notice of violation, shall provide a copy of the notice to the towing or storage 45 

company and to the department of safety and permits. The notice of violation serves as 46 

notice of administrative hearings rights.  47 

 (2) Upon request, the operator of the vehicle or vehicle owner may, within three business days 48 

from the date that the notice of violation was issued, present to the director of the 49 

department of safety and permits, or his or her designee, proof that the vehicle is exempt 50 

from seizure and forfeiture because it is subject to one of the exceptions enumerated in 51 

paragraph (b) of this section, at an administrative hearing held for that purpose. The owner 52 

of the vehicle may request, and the director of the department of safety and permits, or his 53 

or her designee, may grant, an extension of time beyond the three days within which a 54 

hearing must be held. Upon its own motion, where appropriate, the director of the 55 

department of safety and permits, or his or her designee, may extend the hearing date until 56 

after the disposition of any criminal violations for illegal dumping. If the owner fails to 57 

provide proof of the fact that the vehicle is not subject to seizure and forfeiture at the time 58 

the notice of violation was issued, the director of the department of safety and permits, or 59 

his or her designee, shall coordinate with the appropriate agency to institute forfeiture 60 

proceedings.  61 
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 (3) The administrative hearing shall be limited to a review of the issue of whether the vehicle 62 

was engaged in illegal dumping, as defined in 66-282(b) through (c), at the time of the 63 

alleged violation. The report and/or affidavit of the investigating law enforcement officer 64 

shall be prima facie proof of the violation, and the owner or operator shall have the burden 65 

of proving that the vehicle was not engaged in illegal dumping at the time of the violation. 66 

The owner or operator may present the testimony of any witnesses at the hearing, including 67 

the officer issuing the violation, to establish that the owner or operator was not in violation 68 

with the law at the time of the alleged violation.  69 

 Any action for judicial review of the decision from the administrative hearing shall be in 70 

the same manner and under the same conditions as provided in chapter 6, administrative 71 

procedures. No court shall issue an injunction, stay or other process preventing the 72 

enforcement of the sanctions required by this part pending the hearing provided for in this 73 

part, except as provided by R.S. 49:964.  74 

 (4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a motor vehicle may not be 75 

released from impoundment until the superintendent of police, or their designee, receives 76 

written proof that all requirements of this section are met.  77 

 (5) If a passenger in the motor vehicle is under the age of 12, the driver of or a passenger in 78 

the motor vehicle is handicapped, or when considering the location and the time of day of 79 

the stop, the law enforcement officer believes a threat to the public safety or to the 80 

occupants in the motor vehicle is possible, the officer may transport the persons from the 81 

motor vehicle to an appropriate location or obtain commercial transportation to be paid for 82 

by the persons needing transportation.  83 

 (6) The towing of vehicles shall utilize the police department call allocation list established in 84 

chapter 162. All towing, storage and other such fees contained in this section shall be 85 
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consistent with the current schedule of prescribed rates and requirements for non-86 

consensual towing and recovery services issued by the Louisiana Public Service 87 

Commission.  88 

* * * 89 

(g) Any property contained in or dumped by the motor vehicle at the time of seizure may be held 90 

for evidentiary purposes until the forfeiture proceeding is concluded, or the law department 91 

determines that the property is no longer needed for evidentiary purposes. Any property that 92 

is not needed for evidentiary purposes may be returned to the person who has a right of claim 93 

to the property. The department of police may dispose of any solid waste contained in the 94 

motor vehicle at the time of seizure and collect up to three times the cost and expense incurred 95 

for the proper disposal.  96 

* * * 97 

Sec. 66-284. – Reserved. 98 

* * * 99 

ARTICLE VI. – BOOTING OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND 100 

PRIVATE PARKING AREA 101 

* * * 102 

Sec. 66-403. – Booting service business requirements. 103 

* * * 104 

(m) In the event the booted motor vehicle is not claimed within 24 hours, the person who 105 

authorized the boot to be placed shall notify the department of police and the state police with 106 

the vehicle's description and location. If the vehicle has been reported stolen, the boot shall 107 

be removed at no cost. If the vehicle has not been reported stolen, the person who authorized 108 

the boot to be placed shall have the boot removed at no cost and have a towing company 109 
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registered with the department of police remove the vehicle before the end of the 36-hour 110 

period the boot was first placed. The towing company shall follow all regulations established 111 

by the city and state regarding such a procedure. There shall be no charge for removal of the 112 

boot to the towing company or the motor vehicle owner or operator.  113 

* * *” 114 

SECTION 2. THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS HEREBY 1 

ORDAINS that sections 154-2, 154-13, 154-56, 154-142, 154-651, 154-681, 154-682, 154-778, 2 

154-811, 154-812, 154-815, 154-874, 154-921, 154-1037, 154-1040, 154-1041, 154-1082, 154-3 

1092, 154-1137, 154-1139, 154-1140, 154-1141, 154-1146, 154-1301, 154-1302, 154-1303, 154-4 

1305 – 154-1312, 154-1563, 154-1702, and 154-1704 of Chapter 154 of the Code of the City of 5 

New Orleans, Louisiana are amended to read as follows:  6 

“Chapter 154 – TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 7 

ARTICLE I. – IN GENERAL 8 

* * * 9 

Sec. 154-2. – Definitions. 10 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 11 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 12 

* * * 13 

Department means the department of public works, its successor, or an authorized 14 

representative as determined by the director of the department. As used in article XVII, department 15 

means the department of police.   16 

Director means the director of the department of public works.  17 
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* * * 18 

Enforcing department means the department of police, or any other duly authorized 19 

persons.  20 

* * * 21 

Sec. 154-13. – Personal delivery devices prohibited. 22 

In the interest of public safety and in accordance with La. R.S. 32:210.6, personal delivery 23 

devices are hereby prohibited on the public right-of-way throughout the city. Any device that is 24 

improperly operating on the right-of-way is deemed an encumbrance or obstruction pursuant to 25 

section 146-493, and subject to immediate removal by the department of police. The city shall hold 26 

unclaimed, unidentified, or abandoned personal delivery devices for a period of up to 45 days.  27 

Thereafter, the city may assess storage fees at a rate of up to $100.00 per day or dispose of such 28 

personal delivery devices as permitted by law.  29 

* * * 30 

ARTICLE II. – ADMINISTRATION 31 

* * * 32 

Sec. 154-56. – Division of city traffic engineering and duties thereof. 33 

(a) There is hereby created and established within the department of public works, under the 34 

supervision and direction of the director thereof, a division to be known and designated as 35 

the division of traffic engineering. The city traffic engineer shall be head of this division 36 

and shall be appointed by the director of the department of public works in accordance with 37 

civil service law. He shall be a graduate engineer and duly registered under the state.  38 

(b) The city traffic engineer shall exercise such powers and duties as are provided in this 39 

chapter or in state laws. In particular, the city traffic engineer shall:  40 
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(1) Determine the installation and proper timing and maintenance of traffic control 41 

devices;  42 

(2) Conduct engineering analyses of traffic accidents and devise remedial measures;  43 

(3) Conduct engineering investigations of traffic conditions; 44 

(4) Determine the locations of loading zones, metered spaces and designate all other on-45 

street parking spaces; 46 

(5) Cooperate with other city officials in ways and means to improve traffic and parking 47 

conditions; and  48 

(6) Carry out additional powers and duties imposed upon him by laws of the city.  49 

* * * 50 

ARTICLE III. – TRAFFIC COURT OF NEW ORLEANS 51 

* * * 52 

DIVISION 2. – PROCEDURE 53 

* * * 54 

Sec. 154-142. – Initiation of proceedings by affidavits in municipal and traffic courts. 55 

All proceedings in the municipal and traffic courts shall be initiated by affidavit, which shall 56 

consist of the sworn statement of the complainant, police officer, or employee of the department 57 

of police authorized to issue parking violations notices, filed with the court on a form provided by 58 

the respective court. The city attorney’s office may also initiate prosecutions by affidavit on 59 

information and belief in the municipal and traffic courts.  60 

* * * 61 

ARTICLE VIII. – STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING  62 

DIVISION 1. – GENERALLY 63 
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Sec. 154-651. – Definitions. 64 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 65 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 66 

* * * 67 

Self-releasing boot means a device used immobilize a motor vehicle that attaches to its tire 68 

or wheel and has a unique locking mechanism that can only be opened with an authorized 69 

combination code.  70 

* * * 71 

DIVISION 2. – ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 72 

Sec. 154-681. – Division of parking—Created. 73 

There is hereby created and established within the department of police, under the 74 

supervision and direction of the superintendent of police, a division to be known and designated 75 

as the "division of parking" headed by the public parking administrator who shall be appointed by 76 

the superintendent of police, in accordance with civil service law. 77 

Sec. 154-682. – Same—Powers, duties. 78 

The public parking administrator shall exercise such powers and duties as are provided in 79 

this chapter or in state laws. In particular, the public parking administrator shall:  80 

(1) Enforce regulations involving parking as described in this chapter;  81 

(2) Cooperate with other city officials, private citizens and commercial agencies in ways 82 

to improve parking conditions;  83 

(3) Carry out additional powers and duties imposed by the laws of the city.  84 

* * * 85 

DIVISION 3. – SEIZURE OR IMMOBILIZATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES 86 
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* * * 87 

Sec. 154-778. – Immobilization for unpaid parking fines and penalties; impoundment; 88 

procedure for release; hearing. 89 

(a) The parking division or other duly authorized agency may immobilize, tow, or impound 90 

any vehicle with three or more adjudicated parking citations if any assessed fees, fines, or 91 

penalties related to the adjudicated parking citations remain unpaid.  92 

(b) The parking division, or other duly authorized agency shall release a vehicle immobilized 93 

or impounded pursuant to this section only to the vehicle’s registered owner or his 94 

authorized agent if all outstanding fines and penalties assessed by the parking adjudication 95 

bureau and recorded against the vehicle and any towing, immobilization or storage fees are 96 

paid in full or covered by a cash or surety bond.  97 

(c) For a vehicle immobilized by means of a self-releasing boot, the parking division shall 98 

provide the authorized combination code to remove the boot only to the vehicle’s owner or 99 

his authorized agent if all unpaid parking fines and penalties and the boot fee are paid in 100 

full. The parking division shall assist upon the request of the vehicle owner or his 101 

authorized agent with removal of the self-releasing boot.  102 

If the self-releasing boot is not returned to the parking division within one business day 103 

following removal, the parking division shall assess the vehicle owner a fine of $25.00 per 104 

day up to a maximum fine of $500.00.  105 

(d) If the person whose vehicle has been immobilized or impounded deposits a bond as 106 

provided in subsection (b)(2), such person shall be issued a notice to appear for a hearing. 107 

The scope of the hearing provided under this section shall be limited to the determination 108 

as to whether the vehicle immobilized or booted belongs to the owner or the owner’s agent 109 
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and the owner or the owner’s agent (i) failed to appear at a hearing when required to do so, 110 

or (ii) having admitted liability for a parking offense, failed to pay the fines and penalties 111 

assessed by the parking adjudication bureau, or (iii) having been found liable for the 112 

parking offense, failed to pay the fines and penalties assessed by the parking adjudication 113 

bureau. The parking division shall provide an expedited hearing within three business days 114 

of written request therefor from the owner, or his authorized agent, of the impounded or 115 

immobilized vehicle. 116 

(e) If a vehicle is immobilized for unpaid parking fines and penalties as provided in subsection 117 

(a), an immobilization fee as set forth in section 154-777 shall be assessed. If such fee is 118 

deposited in the form of a cash bond and the responsible person is found not liable for all 119 

parking fines and penalties for which the vehicle was immobilized, such bond will be 120 

returned to the depositor or the depositor’s agent.  121 

(f) If the vehicle impounded has not been reclaimed within 24 hours of the time of 122 

impoundment, the department of police shall notify the vehicle's last owner of record (as 123 

determined by the license tag or VIN thereof) of the place of impoundment of the vehicle.  124 

(g) If a person whose vehicle has been impounded or immobilized deposits a bond as provided 125 

in subsection (b)(2), such a bond will be subject to forfeiture if such person fails to pay 126 

fines and/or penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau within six months after 127 

assessment. 128 

* * * 129 
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DIVISION 4. – DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED VEHICLES 130 

Sec. 154-811. – Abandoned vehicles—Sale or use. 131 

(a) Any motor vehicle seized or otherwise held by the police department pursuant to this 132 

chapter for a period of three months or more without being claimed is deemed abandoned 133 

to the city.  134 

(b) Upon the approval of the chief administrative officer and the superintendent of police, any 135 

department may use an abandoned vehicle held by the police department for at least six 136 

months. The department head shall make a written request to the chief administrative 137 

officer and the superintendent of police, identifying the vehicle by VIN, make, and model, 138 

and its intended use.  139 

(c) The department of police shall comply with the provision of La. R.S. 32:476, the Louisiana 140 

Towing and Storage Act, and the Louisiana Department of Public Safety, Office of Motor 141 

Vehicles policies regarding abandoned vehicles for sale or use by municipalities and 142 

parochial authorities.  143 

Sec. 154-812. – Storage fee after sale. 144 

(a) Within six days after the consummation of the sale of unclaimed vehicles, the purchasers 145 

shall remove such vehicles from city property, or shall be subject to storage fees as set forth 146 

in section 154-777.  147 

(b) For the purpose of this section, the six-day period shall commence at 8:00 a.m. on the day 148 

after the consummation of the sale, and the storage fee shall commence at 4:00 p.m. on the 149 

sixth calendar day thereafter provided the sixth day does not fall on a Sunday or a holiday, 150 

in which case the storage fee shall not commence until the next legal day following.  151 
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(c) For the purpose of this section, the storage fee shall be imposed for any fraction of a day 152 

in excess of six days.  153 

* * * 154 

Sec. 154-815. – Record of charges and sales. 155 

The department of police shall keep a complete record of all monies collected by it for 156 

storage and towing charges with details as to the date, the amount, and the name of the person 157 

making such payment, and shall also keep a true and correct record of all unclaimed or unidentified 158 

vehicles sold at public auction by virtue of this division. Such record shall be, at all times, open to 159 

public inspection.  160 

* * * 161 

DIVISION 5. – PARKING GENERALLY 162 

* * * 163 

Sec. 154-874. – Restricted areas of parking spaces for registered individuals with disabilities. 164 

(a) No person may stop or park a vehicle in an appropriately signed parking space for persons 165 

with disabilities except those vehicles bearing (i) a handicapped license plate, a disabled 166 

veteran license plate, handicapped parking card issued by the state, or parking card bearing 167 

the international symbol of accessibility prominently displayed on the dashboard of the 168 

driver's side of the vehicle issued pursuant to La. R.S. 47:463.4 or 467.463.4.1, or; (ii) a 169 

vehicle registered in another state and bearing that state's official designation for the 170 

handicapped, or; (iii) removable windshield placards, temporary removable windshield 171 

placards and special license plates which have been issued by issuing authorities of other 172 

countries, for the purpose of identifying vehicles permitted to utilize parking spaces 173 

reserved for persons with disabilities for any person with disabilities who is temporarily in 174 
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this state and who is not required to obtain Louisiana license plates. This will include 175 

appropriately signed parking spaces on any street, publicly owned and operated parking 176 

facilities, public facilities or public facilities for accommodation, and privately owned 177 

parking facilities subject to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act. For the 178 

purpose of this section, a "public facility" and "public facility for accommodation" include 179 

parking spaces belonging to privately owned parking areas covered by the Americans with 180 

Disabilities Act.  181 

(b) Any person who uses any appropriately signed parking spaces for persons with disabilities 182 

shall be in violation of this section if the vehicle was not used for the transportation of the 183 

person for whom the license plate or parking card specified in paragraph (a) of this section 184 

was issued.  185 

(c) When a motor vehicle bearing plates or displaying a hang tag issued to a mobility-impaired 186 

person or person with disabilities is being operated for the transport of the mobility-187 

impaired person or person with disabilities, the motor vehicle may be parked for up to a 188 

maximum of three hours without payment, regardless of meter fares otherwise applicable 189 

to the parking space. This provision shall apply except where ordinances or police 190 

regulations prohibit parking on a highway for the purpose of creating a fire lane or where 191 

the ordinances or police regulations provide for the accommodation of heavy traffic during 192 

morning, afternoon, or evening hours or where the motor vehicle is parked in such a manner 193 

as to clearly be a traffic hazard.  194 

(d) This section may be enforced by any person, duly authorized by the superintendent of 195 

police.  196 
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(e) Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined $500.00. In addition 197 

to such fine, the offender shall be required to pay all court costs plus all towing fees and 198 

storage costs, if any.  199 

* * * 200 

DIVISION 6. – STOPPING FOR LOADING OR UNLOADING 201 

Sec. 154-921. – Designation of loading zones, freight only, freight zones, passenger zones, 202 

freight handling and service truck zones, and service zones. 203 

(a) The city traffic engineer shall determine the location of loading zones, freight only, freight 204 

zones, passenger zones, freight handling and service truck zones, and service zones and 205 

shall designate, modify and sign, indicating them as such for the use of all appropriate 206 

vehicles as specified in this chapter.  207 

(b) The zones authorized in subsection (a) of this section shall be established when it is deemed 208 

necessary to facilitate an overall parking program, to promote safety, or to improve the 209 

flow of traffic at a particular location. These zones shall be enforced according to the 210 

signage installed at the location, and the policies and regulations set forth by the parking 211 

division of the police department, in accordance with this Code.  212 

(c) At the discretion of the city traffic engineer, loading zones, freight only, and freight zones 213 

may be in effect on a limited basis as indicated by signage. 214 

* * * 215 

DIVISION 8. – STOPPING OR PARKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PLACES 216 

* * * 217 

Sec. 154-1037. – Parking of vehicles equipped with living accommodations prohibited during 218 

certain hours. 219 
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(a) No person may park a vehicle which is equipped with living accommodations with an 220 

overall length in excess of 22 feet on any street between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 221 

a.m. Any citations issued under this section and resulting administrative proceedings shall 222 

be dismissed upon receipt of written notification from the vehicle's owner or lessee and 223 

verification by the parking division of the department of police that the vehicle was legally 224 

registered or leased to an individual who resides on the same block on which the vehicle 225 

was parked when the citation was issued for apparent violation of this section.  226 

(b) For the purpose of this section, a vehicle with living accommodations is defined as any 227 

motor vehicle that contains any one or more of the following things that are capable of 228 

being used for their originally intended purpose:  229 

(1) Sinks.  230 

(2) Wash facilities.  231 

(3) Lavatories.  232 

(4) Mattresses.  233 

(5) Stoves.  234 

(6) Tables.  235 

(7) Refrigerators.  236 

* * * 237 

Sec. 154-1040. – No stopping or parking near hazardous or congested places. 238 

The city traffic engineer may determine and designate, by proper signs, places not 239 

exceeding 150 feet in length in which the stopping or parking of vehicles would create an 240 

especially hazardous condition or would cause unusual delay to traffic, and when such signs are 241 

erected no person shall stop or park a vehicle in any such designated place.  242 
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Sec. 154-1041. –Parking next to schools. 243 

The city traffic engineer may erect signs indicating no parking upon that side of any street 244 

adjacent to any school property when parking would, in his opinion, interfere with traffic or create 245 

a hazardous situation, and when such signs are erected no persons shall park a vehicle in any such 246 

designated place. 247 

* * * 248 

DIVISION 9. – PARKING METERS 249 

* * * 250 

Sec. 154-1082. – Enforcement. 251 

The regulations pertaining to multispace pay stations, single/double space parking meters 252 

and OPS, as set forth by this article, shall be enforced by the division of parking within the 253 

department of police, and such other officers as are authorized by the superintendent of police.  254 

* * * 255 

Sec. 154-1092. – Use by city field representatives. 256 

(a) Any field representative of a department of city government when engaged in official 257 

business who displays a valid field representative parking permit on the inside of the 258 

vehicle on the right side of the rear windshield (rear windshield of the passenger side), or 259 

whose vehicle license plate is registered as a valid field representative in the OPS, while 260 

parking in any metered zone described below, shall not be required to deposit a coin or be 261 

charged via OPS for the use of the parking space for that period of time when actually on 262 

official duty; provided, however, that no such vehicle shall be parked in the same space for 263 

more than four consecutive hours. Any metered parking space within the city with the 264 

exception of the off-street metered parking spots located adjacent to city hall on LaSalle 265 
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Street and on Poydras Street shall be available for a maximum of four consecutive hours 266 

for approved use by properly authorized employees who are field representatives of a 267 

department of city government.  268 

(b) Employees described in subsection (a) may obtain a serially numbered parking permit 269 

decal from the superintendent of police or have the vehicle registered as a valid field 270 

representative vehicle in the OPS.  271 

(c) These permits may be issued by the superintendent of police only to appropriate employees 272 

described in subsection (a) and shall bear an expiration date of December 31 of each 273 

calendar year. These permits may be renewed by the superintendent on January 1 of each 274 

year and shall be valid for 12 consecutive months.  275 

* * * 276 

DIVISION 10. – RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING PROGRAM 277 

* * * 278 

Sec. 154-1137. – Penalties for violation. 279 

(a) Any person parking a motor vehicle not displaying a valid permit in a residential permit 280 

parking zone for a period exceeding the time limitation established shall be subjected to a 281 

fine, as set forth in section 154-699.  282 

(b) The parking administrator may temporarily suspend enforcement of the regulations and/or 283 

limitations of a residential permit parking zone at the direction of the superintendent of 284 

police when needed to safeguard the public or for good cause shown.  285 

* * * 286 

Sec. 154-1139. – Eligibility requirements. 287 

(a) A residential area is eligible for residential permit parking if, based on objective criteria 288 

established by the city traffic engineer, parking therein is impacted by commuter vehicles.  289 
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(b) In determining the appropriate designation of an area identified as eligible for residential 290 

permit parking or special permit parking zone, the city traffic engineer shall take into 291 

consideration the following factors:  292 

(1) The extent of the desire and need of the residents for appropriate designations and 293 

their willingness to bear the administrative costs in connection therewith.  294 

(2) Proximity of the neighborhood to major parking attractors, including employment 295 

centers, retail stores, restaurants, universities, hospitals, and tourist attractions.  296 

(3) Proximity of the neighborhood to transit service.  297 

(4) Scarcity of convenient off-street parking for residents.  298 

(5) The extent to which motor vehicles registered to persons residing in the residential 299 

area cannot be accommodated by the number of available off-street parking spaces.  300 

(6) Substantial use of neighborhood curb space by commuters and other nonresidents 301 

for parking. Substantial use is defined as 25 percent or more of non-resident 302 

vehicles in the area under consideration during peak parking space usage times.  303 

(7) Traffic, noise and safety problems caused by vehicles cruising for parking.  304 

Sec. 154-1140. – Designation procedures. 305 

(a) In order to determine whether a particular area should be designated as a residential permit 306 

parking zone or special permit parking zone, the city traffic engineer or his designee shall 307 

conduct, upon his own initiative or upon request of the city council, a public forum prior 308 

to the designation or removal of the designation of a parking permit zone, or prior to the 309 

withdrawal of such designation once it is established. Such forum shall be held only after 310 

due notice has been published in the city's official journal. The notice shall clearly state the 311 

purpose of the forum, the boundaries of the permit parking zone under consideration, the 312 
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reasons why such area is being proposed for designation, and, if applicable, the proposed 313 

parking fee that would be charged. During such forum any interested person shall be 314 

entitled to appear and be heard.  315 

(b) Within 15 days following the close of the public forum, the city traffic engineer shall 316 

recommend by report to the city council whether to designate the area under consideration 317 

as a residential permit parking zone or special permit parking zone, specifying the times or 318 

limitations recommended and proposed fees, or whether to remove the designation in the 319 

case of an established residential permit parking zone or special permit parking zone. 320 

Within 30 days following the receipt of the report, the council shall approve or disapprove 321 

the recommendation of the city traffic engineer, except special permit parking zones may 322 

be modified as deemed necessary by the council, as provided herein.  323 

Sec. 154-1141 – Implementation; application for permit. 324 

(a) Once a residential permit parking zone or special permit parking zone is approved by the 325 

city council, implementation on a particular street shall be contingent on the following 326 

criteria:  327 

(1) The street is primarily residential.  328 

(2) A majority of the households signed a petition seeking residential or special parking 329 

status for their block.  330 

(3) At least 75 percent of the legal on-street parking spaces must be occupied during 331 

the period proposed for parking restrictions, as determined by the city traffic 332 

engineer.  333 
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(b) The city traffic engineer or his designee shall install parking signs indicating times, 334 

locations and conditions under which parking is by permit only on the streets designated 335 

as the residential permit parking zone or special parking zone.   336 

* * * 337 

Sec. 154-1142. – Permit fee. 338 

* * * 339 

Sec. 154-1146. – Visitor and non-resident permits. 340 

* * * 341 

(b) Daily visitor permit.  342 

* * * 343 

(4) No single residential parking permit or valid student permit holder shall be 344 

permitted to be issued or possess more than one daily visitor permit at any one time. 345 

A waiver of this limitation may be granted by the parking administrator subject to 346 

approval by the superintendent of police or their designee.  347 

(c) Residential property owner permit. 348 

* * * 349 

(3) No single real property address shall be permitted to be issued or possess more than 350 

one residential property owner permit. A waiver of this limitation may be granted 351 

by the parking administrator subject to approval by the superintendent of police or 352 

their designee.  353 

* * * 354 

Sec. 154-1147. – Misrepresentation by applicant; illegal use of transfer of permit. 355 

* * * 356 
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ARTICLE XI. – INSPECTION OF VEHICLE  357 

* * * 358 

DIVISION 2. – MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION 359 

Sec. 154-1301. – Established. 360 

(a) There is hereby established in the department of police a motor vehicle inspection bureau.  361 

(b) The superintendent of police or a designated representative is authorized to make such 362 

administrative rules and regulations as may become necessary to carry out and make 363 

effective the provisions of this article.  364 

Sec. 154-1302. – General authority. 365 

(a) The department of police shall inspect or cause to be inspected all vehicles registered 366 

within the City of New Orleans to determine whether such vehicles are in safe operating 367 

condition and are equipped with functioning safety devices required by the laws of the city 368 

and state and are adequately covered by liability insurance as required by La. R.S. 32:861 369 

et seq.  370 

(b) The department of police shall maintain or authorize operation of one or more motor 371 

vehicle inspection stations within the City of New Orleans.  372 

(c) Subject to the discretion of the superintendent, the department of police may authorize 373 

satellite inspection stations to perform motor vehicle inspections on its behalf.  374 

(d) For purposes of this chapter, a "satellite inspection station" is defined as a facility 375 

authorized by the motor vehicle inspection bureau to conduct motor vehicle inspections on 376 

behalf of the department of police, subject to the inspection standards outlined in this 377 

chapter.  378 
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(e) For the purposes of this chapter, a "commercial vehicle" is defined as any self-propelled or 379 

towed vehicle used on public roads and highways in commerce to transport passengers or 380 

property when:  381 

(1) The vehicle has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight of 382 

10,001 pounds or more;  383 

(2) The vehicle is designed to transport more than ten passengers, including the 384 

driver.  385 

Sec. 154-1303. – Vehicle inspection required. 386 

(a) No person shall operate a vehicle owned by a resident of this state upon the streets of the 387 

City of New Orleans unless it bears a current safety inspection certificate (brake tag) from 388 

the municipality where the vehicle is registered, or if such municipality does not require 389 

such safety inspection certificate, then from the state. All vehicles registered in the City of 390 

New Orleans shall be presented to the department of police or an authorized inspection 391 

station at least once every other year, except as may be otherwise provided in this section. 392 

Such an inspection shall be performed within 60 days after the month the vehicle was 393 

acquired or newly registered in the State of Louisiana after being transferred from another 394 

state.  395 

(b) Vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less are eligible for a two-396 

year inspection certificate only if the vehicle age is ten years or less. For purposes of this 397 

article, the term "vehicle age" shall be determined based on the vehicle's model year, and 398 

a "year" shall be measured through the last day of that respective calendar year (for 399 

example, a vehicle with a model year of 2000 shall have a vehicle age of one year as of 400 

January 1, 2001).  401 
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(c) Vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds or greater shall be presented 402 

to the department of police or an authorized inspection station on an annual basis and shall 403 

not be entitled to a two-year inspection certificate.  404 

(d) The annual inspection period shall begin on January 1 of each year; the reinspection month 405 

shall be determined by the month and year indicated on each particular vehicle's previous 406 

inspection certificate.  407 

* * * 408 

Sec. 154-1305. – Motor vehicle inspection standards. 409 

(a) The superintendent of police is authorized to promulgate administrative rules and 410 

regulations for the inspection of motor vehicles to further the purpose and intent of this 411 

article. Rules and regulations so promulgated shall supersede and take precedence over 412 

standards of the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections.  413 

(b) In the absence of administrative rules and regulations established by the superintendent of 414 

police, motor vehicle inspections within the City of New Orleans will be conducted in 415 

compliance with the standards promulgated by the Secretary of the Louisiana Department 416 

of Public Safety and Corrections, unless such standards conflict with the provisions of this 417 

article, in which case this article shall govern.  418 

Sec. 154-1306. – Issuance of certificate. 419 

(a) Upon determining that a vehicle is equipped with functioning safety devices, as required 420 

by the laws of the city and state, and is adequately covered by liability insurance as required 421 

by state law, and upon collection of fees for such inspection as set forth in section 154-422 

1307 of this chapter, the department of police shall attach or cause to be attached an 423 
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inspection certificate to the lower left side of the windshield of such vehicle. Inspection 424 

certificates shall expire on the last day of the month indicated on the face of the certificate.  425 

(b) Vehicles which fail to pass inspection shall be issued a card showing the mechanical faults 426 

or indicating that proof of liability insurance as required by law has not been provided. A 427 

period of not more than 30 days shall be allowed in which to make necessary repairs or to 428 

provide proof of liability insurance as required by law, and such rejection card shall be a 429 

substitute for the inspection certificate during such period. Vehicles that pose a specific 430 

road safety hazard are restricted to driving no more than 20 miles within a 30-day period 431 

in order to make necessary repairs.  432 

Sec. 154-1307. – Fees. 433 

(a) Inspection stickers:  434 

(1) The fees to be paid by the owner or operator of a vehicle for an annual inspection 435 

certificate under this chapter shall be as follows:  436 

i. Commercial vehicles shall pay a fee of $60.00.  437 

ii. All other vehicles shall pay a fee of $25.00.  438 

(2) The department of police shall collect from the operator of permitted satellite 439 

inspection stations the following amount per annual inspection certificate issued:  440 

i. All inspection certificates for commercial vehicles, as defined in this 441 

chapter: $20.00.  442 

ii. Inspection certificates for all other vehicles: $12.50.  443 

(b) Late fees shall be assessed at a rate of $2.00 per month beginning on the first day of the 444 

calendar month following expiration, or 60 days after the month the vehicle is acquired or 445 
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newly registered in the state of Louisiana after being transferred from another state. Late 446 

fees shall not exceed the price of an annual inspection certificate.  447 

(c) All fees for inspection certificates and late fees shall be collected by an approved inspector 448 

and remitted to the department to be deposited into the general fund of the city. Payment 449 

for late fees shall be submitted no more than 15 days after being collected.  450 

(d) For inspection certificates providing two years of validity as set forth in this chapter; the 451 

fee for such certificates shall be equivalent to the fee required for two annual inspections.  452 

(e) Fees for satellite inspection stations:  453 

(1) Permitted satellite inspection stations shall remit an annual fee of $25.00 to the 454 

department of police plus an annual fee of $5.00 for each inspector named on the 455 

permit application.  456 

(2) If additional inspectors are added subsequent to the new or renewal application, the 457 

satellite inspection station shall remit the $5.00 fee when that inspector is submitted 458 

to the department of police for approval. 459 

Sec. 154-1308. – Motor vehicle inspection stations, generally. 460 

(a) Motor vehicle inspection stations shall conduct vehicle inspections throughout the calendar 461 

year.  462 

(b) Inspection stations shall display signage as proscribed by the superintendent providing 463 

information including, but not limited to, hours of motor vehicle inspections, types of 464 

vehicle inspections performed, and standards for inspections.  465 

(c) Restrooms must be available within the facility for use of customers.  466 

(d) All motor vehicle inspections must be conducted on the premises of the approved 467 

inspection station and must be conducted on a hard surface (concrete or asphalt). 468 
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Notwithstanding any law, rule or administrative policy to the contrary, inspection stations 469 

are not required to reserve a service bay or stall for the exclusive purpose of conducting 470 

motor vehicle inspections.  471 

(e) For inspecting vehicles with a gross weight rating below 10,001 pounds, inspection stations 472 

must have available space to conduct a 20 mile per hour road test approved by the 473 

department of police. Alternatively, a properly installed and calibrated brake testing 474 

machine may be utilized in lieu of the road test. For inspecting commercial vehicles, as 475 

defined in this chapter, stations shall meet all standards outlined in Title 55 of the Louisiana 476 

Administrative Code.  477 

* * * 478 

(l) Inspection stations shall maintain an inventory of certificates of inspection adequate to 479 

satisfy the needs of the public, subject to the determination and standards of the department 480 

of police.  481 

Sec. 154-1309. – Satellite inspection stations, specifically. 482 

(a) For the purpose of making inspections and issuing official inspection certificates, as 483 

provided within this article, the superintendent of police may issue permits for and furnish 484 

instructions to satellite inspection stations for the inspection of vehicles as required by this 485 

chapter.  486 

(b) Application for a satellite inspection station permit shall be made upon an official form 487 

provided by the superintendent for that purpose, and may be granted when the 488 

superintendent is satisfied that the station is properly equipped, has adequately trained 489 

personnel to perform such inspections, and that inspections will be conducted in 490 

accordance with the laws of the city and state.  491 
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(c) The superintendent shall supervise and cause inspections to be made of such satellite 492 

inspection stations and shall suspend and/or revoke and require surrender of any permit 493 

issued to a station which is not properly equipped or where inspections are not properly 494 

conducted.  495 

(d) The superintendent shall suspend and/or revoke and require surrender of any permit issued 496 

to a station when such station issues an inspection certificate in violation of this article, the 497 

Code of the City of New Orleans, or state law.  498 

(e) Satellite inspection stations permits shall not be assigned, transferred, or used at any 499 

location other than therein designated and every permit shall be posted in a conspicuous 500 

place at the location designated.  501 

(f) Satellite inspection station operators are responsible for the safekeeping of motor vehicle 502 

inspection certificates purchased for use by that station from the department of police. If 503 

inspection certificates are lost, stolen, destroyed, or otherwise rendered unusable, no refund 504 

of fees or replacement certificates shall be issued by the superintendent.  505 

(g) Qualification for satellite inspection stations:  506 

(1) Any business seeking approval as a satellite inspection station must guarantee 507 

inspections will be conducted in accordance with this article for a minimum of 40 508 

hours per week.  509 

i. Subject to the determination of the superintendent of police, approval of a 510 

satellite inspection station may be conditioned upon a guarantee of 511 

operation on specific days or during specific times to ensure adequate 512 

service to the public.  513 
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(2) Satellite inspection stations shall only be approved at locations operating under the 514 

use classification of "gas station," "motor vehicle service and repair, major", "motor 515 

vehicle service and repair," or "car wash" with permanent structures and sewerage 516 

and water board approved drainage in compliance with the standards of the 517 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.  518 

(3) Businesses applying for approval as a satellite inspection station must have been in 519 

operation for a minimum of 90 days at the time of application, as evidenced by the 520 

business's occupational license issued by the department of finance.  521 

(4) Satellite inspection stations are required to submit and maintain a surety bond for 522 

the amount of $5,000.00 to provide for any damages which may occur to private 523 

vehicles during inspection due to negligence on the part of the satellite inspection 524 

station or its employees.  525 

(5) Satellite inspection stations shall have a minimum of two approved motor vehicle 526 

inspectors on staff and registered with the department of police, with at least one 527 

approved motor vehicle inspector on duty during all inspection hours to perform 528 

motor vehicle inspections.  529 

(6) Permitted satellite inspection stations shall inspect and issue inspection certificates 530 

to the owner or operator of private motor vehicles in accordance with the fees 531 

outlined in section 154-1307(a)(1) of this chapter.  532 

(h) Satellite stations are required to record each inspection performed, along with all inspection 533 

certificate serial numbers and late fees collected, in the format required and frequency 534 

specified by the department of police.  535 

Sec. 154-1310. – Approved motor vehicle inspectors. 536 
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(a) All personnel employed by the satellite inspection station for the purpose of conducting 537 

motor vehicle inspections shall be approved and licensed by the department of police.  538 

(b) No person shall be approved as a motor vehicle inspector that has not completed motor 539 

vehicle inspection training approved by the Louisiana Department of Public Safety. 540 

Evidence of completion shall be submitted to the department of police. Any inspector that 541 

has been unlicensed for a year or more must be retrained before inspecting any vehicle.  542 

(c) Persons performing inspections on commercial vehicles, as defined in this chapter, shall 543 

be a current ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) Certified Diesel Mechanic or have an 544 

equivalent accreditation. Proof shall be provided to the department each time an inspector's 545 

application is submitted for review.  546 

Sec. 154-1311. – Fleet inspection stations. 547 

(a) Any person, corporation, partnership, or other business entity owning or holding leases for 548 

more than ten motor vehicles registered in New Orleans and operating at least one vehicle 549 

repair and maintenance shop, may, upon request, have one or more of their vehicle repair 550 

and maintenance shops designated as fleet inspection stations for the purpose of inspecting 551 

and certifying those motor vehicles which are owned or leased by him.  552 

(b) Such fleet inspection stations are required to maintain compliance with all applicable 553 

provisions of sections 154-1308, 154-1309, and 154-1310.  554 

(c) Permitted fleet inspection stations shall remit an annual fee of $25.00 to the department of 555 

police plus an annual fee of $5.00 for each inspector named on the permit application.  556 

(1) If additional inspectors are added subsequent to the new or renewal application, the 557 

fleet inspection station shall remit the $5.00 fee when that inspector is submitted to 558 

the department of police for approval.  559 
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(d) The department of police shall collect from the operator of permitted fleet inspection 560 

stations the full amount of inspection certificates as provided in section 154-1307(a)(1).  561 

Sec. 154-1312. – Misrepresentation and false certificates. 562 

(a) No person shall, in any manner, represent any place or business as a satellite or fleet 563 

inspection station unless such station is operating pursuant to a valid permit issued by the 564 

department of police.  565 

(b) No person other than an approved motor vehicle inspector shall issue an inspection 566 

certificate on behalf of the department of police or a permitted satellite or fleet inspection 567 

station.  568 

(c) No person shall use, possess, display or cause to be displayed upon any vehicle any 569 

inspection certificate knowing same to be fictitious, fraudulent, issued to a vehicle other 570 

than the one to which it was recorded, or issued without a complete inspection having been 571 

made.  572 

* * * 573 

ARTICLE XIV. – TRUCK AND OVERSIZED VEHICLES 574 

* * * 575 

DIVISION 3. – ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 576 

* * * 577 

Sec. 154-1563. – Violations and penalties. 578 

(1) Proceedings for violations of this article shall be initiated by affidavit and will be heard in 579 

traffic court, pursuant to Chapter 154 Article III of the Code of the City of New Orleans.  580 

(2) The penalty for a violation of this section shall be $500.00 for the first offense and 581 

$1,000.00 for the second or subsequent offense.  582 
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(3) The penalties provided by this section shall be in addition to any other penalty imposed by 583 

any other provision of law or regulation thereunder.  584 

(4) In addition to the fines established by this section, violation of this article by a person who 585 

owns, manages, operates, or otherwise controls a vehicle covered by this article may result 586 

in the suspension or revocation of any permit or license issued to the person by the 587 

department of police for the vehicle in violation.  588 

(5) Lack of a sign or signage shall not be a defense for a citation or other penalty issued for a 589 

violation of any section of this article.  590 

* * * 591 

ARTICLE XVII. – AUTOMATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM 592 

* * * 593 

Sec. 154-1702. – Administrative adjudication procedure; appeals; fees. 594 

(a) A person who receives a notice of violation may contest the imposition of the civil penalty 595 

by appearing before the administrative adjudication bureau on or before the scheduled 596 

hearing date.  597 

(b) Administrative adjudications of violations of this section shall be conducted by the parking 598 

adjudication bureau established by sections 154-681 through 154-685. In conducting 599 

administrative adjudication hearings of violations of this section, the parking adjudication 600 

bureau shall have the powers and duties conferred by section 154-685.  601 

(c) Failure to pay a civil penalty or to challenge liability in a timely manner is a waiver of the 602 

right to appeal under subsection 154-1702(h).  603 

(d) The civil penalty shall not be assessed if, after a hearing, the hearing officer enters a finding 604 

of no liability.  605 
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(e) In an administrative adjudication hearing, the issues must be proved at the hearing by a 606 

preponderance of the evidence. The reliability of the automated traffic enforcement system 607 

used to produce the recorded image of the violation may be attested to in an administrative 608 

adjudication hearing by affidavit of a sworn law enforcement officer or the department of 609 

police. An affidavit of a sworn law enforcement officer or from the department of police 610 

that alleges a violation based on an inspection of the pertinent recorded image is admissible 611 

in a proceeding under this article and is evidence of the facts contained in the affidavit.  612 

(f) A vehicle owner may prove by a preponderance of the evidence at the hearing that any of 613 

the following circumstances apply and thereby qualifies as an affirmative defense to the 614 

imposition of civil liability.  615 

(1) The operator of the motor vehicle was acting in compliance with the lawful order 616 

or direction of a law enforcement or public safety officer;  617 

(2) The operator of the motor vehicle violated the instructions of the speed limit sign 618 

in an effort to move out of the way of an immediately approaching authorized 619 

emergency vehicle;  620 

(3) The motor vehicle was being operated as an authorized emergency vehicle under 621 

La. R.S. 32:24, and the operator was acting in compliance with La. R.S. 32:24;  622 

(4) The motor vehicle was being operated by a person other than the owner of the 623 

vehicle without the consent of the owner, express or implied.  624 

(5) The license plate depicted in the recorded image of the violation was a stolen plate 625 

and being displayed on a motor vehicle other than the motor vehicle for which the 626 

plate had been issued, if at the time of the violation the motor vehicle displayed a 627 

stolen plate, which must include proof acceptable to the hearing officer to prove 628 
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that the theft of the vehicle or license plate had been timely reported to the 629 

appropriate law enforcement agency.  630 

(6) The person who received the notice of violation was not the owner of the motor 631 

vehicle at the time of the violation; or  632 

(g) Notwithstanding anything in this article to the contrary, a person who fails to pay the 633 

amount of a civil penalty or to challenge liability in a timely manner is entitled to a new 634 

administrative adjudication hearing date on the violation if:  635 

(1) The person files an affidavit with the hearing officer stating the date on which the 636 

person actually received the notice of violation mailed to the person with an 637 

explanation and necessary documentation that the failure to receive actual notice 638 

before the initial hearing date was beyond the vehicle owner's control; and  639 

(2) The person files a request for an administrative hearing within 30 days from the 640 

date of receipt of the notice of violation, as stated in the affidavit.  641 

(h) (1) The decision of the hearing officer shall be the final decision on behalf of the city. A 642 

person or persons aggrieved by such a decision may appeal such a decision to the traffic 643 

court, which shall have exclusive appellate jurisdiction of all such appeals. Any such appeal 644 

shall be filed within 30 days after the date of such decision. The traffic court shall have de 645 

novo review over such appeals.  646 

(2) The traffic court may require a reasonable fee not to exceed $50.00, from any person 647 

or persons lodging any such appeal with the traffic court to defray the cost of record 648 

preparation, transcription of evidence, and other related costs of the appeal. No such 649 

appeal shall be processed until due proof has been furnished indicating that the 650 

appeal fee has been paid.  651 
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(3) Any appellant who pleads that because of appellant’s poverty appellant is unable 652 

to pay the fee authorized in section 154-1702(h)(2) may take a pauper's oath in open 653 

court and if the judge, after querying the appellant, is satisfied that such is the case, 654 

the appellant shall allow the appeal to be taken in forma pauperis.  655 

(4) The clerk of court shall deposit any fee(s) collected under this article in the traffic 656 

court judicial expense fund.  657 

(i) In cases where a person charged with a violation shows good cause for not attending a 658 

hearing, either personally or through a representative, the hearing officer may permit the 659 

matter to be adjudicated by mail which adjudication shall be made within 60 days of the 660 

date of the citation. Letters, memoranda, affidavits, photographs or other documentary 661 

materials shall be admissible as evidence for the purposes of adjudications by mail. The 662 

hearing officer may exclude from consideration any material which is not relevant to the 663 

adjudication of the alleged violation. Failure of the person charged to proceed with an 664 

adjudication by mail after requesting and receiving permission to adjudicate by mail shall 665 

constitute an admission by the person charged of liability of the violation and shall subject 666 

the person who requested the adjudication by mail to the appropriate fines and costs 667 

assessed by the adjudication bureau.  668 

(j) If a hearing examiner determines that an adjudication cannot proceed by mail, the 669 

adjudication bureau shall advise the person charged by first class mail that such person 670 

must appear to answer the charge at a hearing. 671 

* * * 672 

Sec. 154-1704. – Effect of liability; exclusion of civil remedy. 673 
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(a) The imposition of a civil penalty under this article shall not be considered a criminal 674 

conviction.  675 

(b) A civil penalty may not be imposed under this article upon the owner of a motor vehicle, 676 

if the operator of the vehicle was arrested or was issued a speeding citation and notice to 677 

appear by a law or public safety officer as a violation of La. R.S. 32:232, even if such 678 

violation was captured by the automated traffic enforcement system. The imposition of a 679 

civil penalty under this article is an alternative method of detecting and deterring red-light 680 

violations and speeding.  681 

(c) An owner who fails to pay the civil penalty or to timely challenge liability for the penalty 682 

is considered to admit liability for the full amount of the civil penalty stated in the notice 683 

of violation mailed to the vehicle owner, and the matter will be transmitted to the parking 684 

adjudication bureau of the city. The city attorney is authorized to file suit to enforce 685 

collection of unpaid fines and/or related fees and penalties imposed under section 154-1703 686 

to secure such payments.  687 

(d) If the owner fails to timely respond to the second notice, the department of police is 688 

authorized to enforce the payment of this civil penalty and related fees by use of the 689 

following methods: immobilization of vehicles (booting), towing and impounding, 690 

reporting the debt to collection agencies/credit reporting agencies, and/or initiating actions 691 

through the court.  692 

* * *”693 
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SECTION 3. The provisions of this ordinance shall be effective May 31, 2026. 1 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS __________________ 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 
 

DELIVERED TO THE MAYOR ON _____________________ 
 
 
APPROVED: 
DISAPPROVED: _____________________ 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
 

RETURNED BY THE MAYOR ON _____________________ AT _____________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

RECUSED: 
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ENGROSSED VERSION: 

CHAPTER 66 – ENVIRONMENT 

*  *  * 

ARTICLE III. – REMOVAL AND DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED AND NUISANCE 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

Sec. 66-101. – Administration.

The police department New Orleans Police Department and the parking enforcement division of 

the department of public works shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of this 

chapter article, including. The New Orleans Police Department and the parking enforcement 

division of the department of public works responsible for administering the removal and 

disposition of vehicles determined to be "abandoned" or a "nuisance" on the public streets and 

highways or on private property within the city City of New Orleans ("city"), and property owned 

by the city. The city may, on an annual basis, contract with private tow truck operators or towing 

businesses to remove, store, and dispose of abandoned vehicles and nuisance vehicles in 

compliance with this chapter article and applicable state laws. Nothing in this chapter shall be 

construed to limit the legal authority or powers of officers of the department the city police 

department and fire department in enforcing other laws or in otherwise carrying out their duties. 

Any fees collected in the administration or enforcement of this article shall be transmitted to 

the department of finance for deposit in the general fund. 

Sec. 66-102. – Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapterarticle, certain words and terms are defined as follows: 

*  *  * 

(b) Policing authority or authority. Policing authority means the police department, 

or other authorized agency. The New Orleans Police Department, the parking 

enforcement division of the department of public works, and the city shall have the 

authority to enforce this chapter. All costs or fees arising from seizures in said city 

shall be transmitted to the director of the finance department to be deposited in the 

general fund.  

*  *  * 

Sec. 66-103. – Abandoned vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 

*  *  * 



 

 

Sec. 66-105.  – Removal of abandoned or nuisance vehicles; pre-towing notice requirements. 

Except as otherwise provided in this articleset forth in section 66-106 below, prior to 

towing an abandoned or nuisance vehicle the policing authority shall give notice shall be towed, 

pursuant to sections 66-107 and 66-108, only after notice has been given to the registered owner 

or person entitled to possession of the vehicle. In such instances, notice shall be given by affixing 

on the windshield or some other conspicuous place on the vehicle printed information indicating 

that the vehicle will be removed by the city on a specified date, that is at least (no sooner than48 

hours after the notice is affixed), unless the vehicle is moved by the owner or legal entitled 

possessor prior to this timethat date. 

*  *  * 

ARTICLE V. NUISANCES 

* *  * 

DIVISION 2. LITTER 

* * * 

Sec. 66-283.5. Illegal dumping; enforcement; penalty; fees. 

* * * 

(c) (1)  A motor vehicle impounded under this section shall article is not be subject to replevin, 

recognition of ownership for a thing wrongfully taken, and isbut shall be deemed to be in 

the custody of the director of the department of public works. superintendent of police. 

When a motor vehicle is seized under this chapter article, the director department of 

police shall: a. Place (i) place the motor vehicle under seal; b. Remove (ii) remove 

the motor vehicle to a place designated by the director superintendent; or c.

 Remove (iii) remove the motor vehicle to an appropriate location for disposition in 

accordance with law.  

(d)  (1)   a. For any motor vehicle impounded under this article, the police department 

shall issue the operator The motor vehicle shall be impounded and the operator 

shall be issued a notice of violation of the provisions of this article on a form to be 

provided by the director of the department of public works. and, within three days 

of issuing the notice of violation, shall provide aA copy of the notice of violation 

shall be provided to the towing or storage company and a copy shall be forwarded 

to the director of the department of safety and permits, or his or her designee within 
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three calendar days after the notice of violation was served. The notice of violation 

shall serve serves as notice of administrative hearings rights.  

(2)b. Upon request, the operator of the vehicle or vehicle owner may, within three 

business days from the date that the notice of violation was issued, present to the 

director of the department of safety and permits, or his or her designee, proof that 

the vehicle is exempt from not subject to seizure and forfeiture because it is subject 

to one of the exceptions enumerated in paragraph (b) of this section, at an 

administrative hearing held for that purpose. The owner of the vehicle may request, 

and the director of the department of safety and permits, or his or her designee, may 

grant, an extension of time beyond the three days within which a hearing must be 

held. Upon its own motion, where appropriate, the director of the department of 

safety and permits, or his or her designee, may extend the hearing date until after 

the disposition of any criminal violations for illegal dumping. If the owner fails to 

provide proof of the fact that the vehicle is not subject to seizure and forfeiture at 

the time the notice of violation was issued, the director of the department of safety 

and permits, or his or her designee, shall coordinate with the appropriate agency to 

institute forfeiture proceedings. 

(2) The director of the department of health shall formulate and promulgate rules and 

regulations for the implementation of the provisions of this section. To this end, no 

vehicle shall be seized and/or forfeited pursuant to the authority granted in this section 

until such rules are properly promulgated in accordance with law. However, this 

limitation shall not be construed so as to otherwise limit the enforcement of laws relative 

to illegal dumping. 

(3) a. The administrative hearing shall be limited to a review of the issue of whether the vehicle 

was engaged in illegal dumping, as defined in 66-282(b) through (c), at the time of the alleged 

violation. The report and/or affidavit of the investigating law enforcement officer shall be 

prima facie proof of the violation, and the owner or operator shall have the burden of proving 

that the vehicle was not engaged in illegal dumping at the time of the violation. The owner or 

operator may present the testimony of any witnesses at the hearing, including the officer 

issuing the violation, to establish that the owner or operator was not in violation with the law 

at the time of the alleged violation.  
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b. Any action for judicial review of the decision from the administrative hearing shall be in the 

same manner and under the same conditions as provided in chapter 6, administrative 

procedures. No court shall issue an injunction, stay or other process preventing the 

enforcement of the sanctions required by this part pending the hearing provided for in this 

part, except as provided by R.S. 49:964. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in no event shall a car a motor 

vehicle may not be released from impoundment until the superintendent of police, or their 

designee, receives written proof such time as proof, in writing, has been presented the 

director of the department of public works that all requirements of this section are have been 

met.  

(5) In those instances when there is If a passenger in the motor vehicle is under the age of 12, or 

when the driver of or a passenger in the motor vehicle is handicapped, or when considering 

the location and the time of day of the stop, the law enforcement officer believes perceives 

that there would be a threat to the public safety or to the occupants in the motor vehicle is 

possible, such law enforcement the officer enforcing the provision of this section may 

transport the persons from the motor vehicle to an appropriate location or obtain commercial 

transportation to be paid for by the persons needing transportation.  

(6) The towing of vehicles shall utilize the NOPD police department call allocation list 

established in chapter 162 of this Code. All towing, storage and other such fees contained in 

this section shall be consistent with the current schedule of prescribed rates and 

requirements for non-consensual towing and recovery services issued by the Louisiana 

Public Service Commission General Order dated September 9, 2022, Docket No. T-36470, 

Statewide Prescribed Rates for Non-Consensual Tow/Recovery.  

(7) The towing of vehicles shall utilize the NOPD call allocation list established in chapter 162 

of this Code. 

* * * 

(g) Any property contained in or dumped by the motor vehicle at the time of seizure may be held 

for evidentiary purposes until such time as the forfeiture proceeding is concluded, or the law 

department determines that the property is no longer needed for evidentiary purposes, 

whichever is sooner. Any property that is not needed for evidentiary purposes may be returned 

to the person who has a right of claim to the property. The director of the department of public 
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works The police department may dispose of any solid waste contained in the motor vehicle 

at the time of seizure and collect up to three times the cost and expense incurred for the proper 

disposal.  

* *  * 

ARTICLE VI. - BOOTING OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND 

PRIVATE PARKING AREA 

* * * 

Sec. 66-403. Booting service business requirements. 

* * * 

(m) In the event the booted motor vehicle is not claimed within 24 hours, the person who 

authorized the boot to be placed shall notify the department of police, and the state police 

and the department of public works, parking division with the vehicle's description and 

location. If the vehicle has been reported stolen, the boot shall be removed at no cost. If the 

vehicle has not been reported stolen, the boot shall be removed at no cost. If the vehicle has 

not been reported stolen, the person who authorized the boot to be placed shall have the boot 

removed at no cost and have a towing company registered with the department of police 

remove the vehicle before the end of the 36 hour 36-hour period the boot was first placed. 

The towing company shall follow all regulations established by the city and state. There shall 

be no charge for removal of the boot to the towing company or the motor vehicle owner or 

operator.  

* * *” 

“Chapter 154 TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

* * * 

Sec. 154-2. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

* * * 

Department shall mean means the department of public works, its successor, or an 

authorized representative as determined by the director of the department. As used in article XVII, 

department shall mean means the department of police. New Orleans Police Department. 
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Director shall mean means the director of the department of public works for the city, 

except in article XVII, director shall mean the Superintendent of Police of the New Orleans Police 

Department or his designee. 

* * * 

Enforcing department means the department of police, department of streets or any other 

duly authorized persons.  

* * * 

Sec. 154-13. Personal delivery devices prohibited. 

In the interest of public safety and in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute La. R.S. 

32:210.6, personal delivery devices are hereby prohibited on the public right-of-way throughout 

the city City of New Orleans. Any device that is improperly operating on the right-of-way shall be 

is deemed an encumbrance or obstruction pursuant to section 146-493, and subject to immediate 

removal by the department of police public works or law enforcement. The city shall hold All 

unclaimed, unidentified, or abandoned personal delivery devices in the possession of the city shall 

be held for a period of up to 45 days. Storage fees may be assessed at a rate of up to $100.00 per 

day. Thereafter, the city may assess storage fees at a rate of up to $100.00 per day or dispose 

of such personal delivery devices may be disposed of as permitted by law.  

* * * 

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION 

* * * 

Sec. 154-56. Division of city traffic engineering and duties thereof. 

(a) There is hereby created and established within the department of streetspublic works, 

under the supervision and direction of the director thereof, a division to be known and 

designated as the division of traffic engineering. The city traffic engineer shall be head of 

this division and shall be appointed by the director of the department of streets public 

works in accordance with civil service law. He shall be a graduate engineer and duly 

registered under the state. 

(b) The city traffic engineer shall exercise such powers and duties as are provided in this 

chapter or in state laws. In particular, the city traffic engineer shall:  

(1) Determine the installation and proper timing and maintenance of traffic control 

devices;  
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(2) Conduct engineering analyses of traffic accidents and devise remedial measures;  

(3) Conduct engineering investigations of traffic conditions; 

(4) Determine the locations of loading zones, metered spaces and designate all 

other on-street parking spaces; 

(45) Cooperate with other city officials in ways and means to improve traffic and 

parking conditions; and  

(56) Carry out additional powers and duties imposed upon him by laws of the city.  

* * * 

ARTICLE III. TRAFFIC COURT OF NEW ORLEANS 

* * * 

DIVISION 2. PROCEDURE 

* * * 

Sec. 154-142. Initiation of proceedings by affidavits in municipal and traffic courts. 

All proceedings in the municipal and traffic courts, shall be initiated by affidavit, which shall 

consist of the sworn statement of the complainant, the police officer, or an employee of the 

department of streets police authorized to issue parking violations notices, filed with the court on 

a form provided by the court. The city attorney’s office, or any of his assistants, may also initiate 

prosecutions by affidavit on information and belief in the municipal and traffic courts.  

* * * 

ARTICLE VIII. STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING  

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 154-651. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

* * * 

Self-releasing boot means a device used to immobilize a motor vehicle that is designed 

to be attached to and immobilize the that attaches to its tire or /wheel of a motor vehicle that and 

has a unique locking mechanism that can only be opened with an authorized combination code 

obtained by the driver of a motor vehicle from the Department of public works after payment of 

outstanding parking fines/fees is made.  

* * * 
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DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 154-681. Division of parking—Created. 

There is hereby created and established within the department of streets police, under the 

supervision and direction of the director thereof superintendent of police, a division to be known 

and designated as the "division of parking." headed by the public parking administrator shall be 

head of this division and who shall be appointed by the director superintendent of the department 

of street of police, in accordance with civil service law. 

Sec. 154-682. Same—Powers, duties. 

The public parking administrator shall exercise such powers and duties as are provided in 

this chapter or in state laws. In particular, the public parking administrator shall:  

(1) Conduct planning studies of parking conditions;  

(2) Recommend on-street parking policies and regulations;  

(3) Determine the locations of loading zones, metered spaces and designate all other on-street 

parking spaces;  

(4) Establish and monitor a system of enforcing the(1) Enforce regulations involving 

parking as described in this chapter;  

(5)(2) Cooperate with other city officials, private citizens and commercial agencies in ways to 

improve parking conditions;  

(6)(3) Carry out additional powers and duties imposed by the laws of the city.  

* * * 

DIVISION 3. SEIZURE OR IMMOBILIZATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES 

* * * 

Sec. 154-778. Immobilization for unpaid parking fines and penalties; impoundment; 

procedure for release; hearing. 

(a)A The parking division or other duly authorized agency may immobilize, tow, or impound 

any vehicle with against which three or more adjudicated parking citations have been 

issued shall be immediately immobilized, or towed and impounded, or both, by any police 

officer or other person duly authorized where, for at least three parking citations issued to 

that vehicle, the vehicle owner: if any assessed fees, fines or penalties related to the 

adjudicated parking citations remain unpaid. 
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(1) Having admitted liability for a parking offense, has failed to pay the fines and 

penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau; or,  

(2) Having been found liable for the parking offense, has failed to pay the fines and 

penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau; or  

(3) Has failed to contest or pay the fines/penalties and tow fee for a tow-related citation 

for which a ROR bond was posted.  

(b) The parking division or other duly authorized agency shall release aSuch vehicle 

immobilized or impounded pursuant to this section shall be surrendered or released any 

only to the vehicle’s duly registered owner of such vehicle or his an authorized agent 

ifthereof upon:  

(1) Payment of all outstanding fines and penalties assessed by the parking adjudication 

bureau and recorded against such the vehicle plus and any towing, immobilization 

or storage fees are paid in full or covered by a cash or surety bond; or  

(2) Such person depositing a cash or surety bond in the amount of all outstanding fines 

and penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau recorded against such 

vehicle and any towing, immobilization or storage fees.  

(c) IfFor a vehicle has been immobilized by means of a "self releasing self-releasing boot" 

for unpaid parking fines and penalties as provided in subsection (a), the parking division 

shall provide the authorized combination code to remove the boot only to the vehicle’s 

owner or his authorized agent if the motorist will be allowed to remove the boot 

immediately upon payment of all outstanding fines and penalties due the city. The motorist 

must pay the balance of all unpaid parking fines and penalties along with and the boot fee 

are paid in full. The parking division shall assist upon the request of the prior to 

receiving a code to unlock the boot. Any motorist vehicle owner or his authorized agent 

who may need or desires assistance with removal of the self releasing self-releasing boot. 

may contact the immobilization office of the department of public works for assistance or 

to have the immobilization device removed.  

If the self-releasing boot is not returned to the parking division within one business 

day following removal,Should the motorist choose to remove the boot, after receipt of the 

code to unlock the boot, the motorist will have 24 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) 

to return the boot to the immobilization office of the department of streets police. If the 
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boot has not been returned within 24 hours, the parking division shall assess the vehicle 

owner will be assessed a fine of $25.00 per day up to a maximum fine of $500.00.  

(d) If the person whose vehicle has been immobilized or impounded deposits a bond is 

deposited as provided in subsection (b)(2), the parking division shall issue the vehicle’s 

owner such person shall be issued a notice to appear for a hearing. The scope of the hearing 

provided under this section is shall be limited to the determination as to whether the vehicle 

immobilized or booted belongs to the owner or his agent who and the owner or agent (i) 

failed to appear at a hearing when required to do so, or, (ii) having admitted liability for a 

parking offense, has failed to pay the fines and penalties assessed by the parking 

adjudication bureau, or, (iii) having been found liable for the parking offense, has failed to 

pay the fines and penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau. The parking 

division shall provide an expedited hearing within three business days of a written 

request therefor from the owner, or his authorized agent, of the impounded or 

immobilized vehicle. Any person whose vehicle has been impounded or immobilized 

under the provisions of this section and desires an expedited hearing shall be afforded a 

hearing within three business days of written request therefor.  

(e) If a vehicle is immobilized for unpaid parking fines and penalties as provided in subsection 

(a), an immobilization fee as set forth in section 154-777 shall be assessed. If such fee is 

deposited in the form of a cash bond and the responsible person is found not liable for all 

parking fines and penalties for which his vehicle was immobilized, such bond will be 

returned to the depositor or his agent.  

(f) If the vehicle impounded has not been reclaimed within 24 hours of the time of 

impoundment, the department of police shall notify the vehicle's last owner of record (as 

determined by the license tags tag or VIN thereof) of the place of impoundment of the 

vehicle.  

(g) If a person whose vehicle has been impounded or immobilized deposits a bond as provided 

in subsection (b)(2), such a bond will be subject to forfeiture if he fails to pay fines and/or 

penalties assessed by the parking adjudication bureau within six months after assessment. 

* * * 

DIVISION 4. DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED VEHICLES 

Sec. 154-811. Abandoned vehicles—Sale or use. 
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(a) Any motor vehicle seized or otherwise held by the police department pursuant to this 

chapter for a period of three months or more without being claimed is deemed 

abandoned to the city.  The department of police or the department of streets shall retain 

custody and possession of all unclaimed motor vehicles for a period of not less than three 

months from the date of possession obtained by the department, unless such motor 

vehicle(s) are sooner released by furnishing bond or legal process.  

(b) Vehicles the City chooses to use for City use must be retained a minimum of six months. 

An official request identifying the vehicle by VIN, make, and model, along with its 

intended use must be delivered to the Department of Public Works by the Superintendent 

of Police or the Chief Administrative Officer.  Upon the approval of the chief 

administrative officer and the superintendent of police, any department may use an 

abandoned vehicle held by the police department for at least six months. The 

department head shall make a written request to the chief administrative officer and 

the superintendent of police, identifying the vehicle by VIN, make, and model, and its 

intended use.  

(c) The department of public works police shall comply with the provision of La. R.S. 32:476, 

The the Louisiana Towing and Storage Act, and the Louisiana Department of Public 

Safety, Office of Motor Vehicles policies regarding Section IV Motor Vehicle 

Registration Requirements, number 20.01 relative to abandoned vehicles for sale or use by 

municipalities and parochial authorities.  

Sec. 154-812. Storage fee after sale. 

(a) Within six days after the consummation of the sale of unclaimed vehicles, the purchasers 

shall remove such vehicles from the department of public works city property, or shall be 

subject to storage fees as set forth in section 154-777.  

(b) For the purpose of this section, the six-day period shall commence at 8:00 a.m. on the day 

after the consummation of the sale, and the storage fee shall commence at 4:00 p.m. on the 

sixth calendar day thereafter provided the sixth day does not fall on a Sunday or a holiday, 

in which case the storage fee shall not commence until the next legal day following.  

(c) For the purpose of this section, the storage fee shall be imposed for any fraction of a day 

in excess of six days.  

* * * 
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Sec. 154-815. Record of charges and sales. 

The department of police and the department of public works shall keep a complete record of all 

monies collected by it for storage and towing charges with details as to the date, the amount, and 

the name of the person making such payment, and shall also keep a true and correct record of all 

unclaimed or unidentified vehicles sold at public auction by virtue of this division. Such record 

shall be, at all times, open to public inspection.  

* * * 

DIVISION 5. PARKING GENERALLY 

* * * 

Sec. 154-874. Restricted areas of parking spaces for registered individuals with disabilities. 

(a) No person shall may stop or park a vehicle in an appropriately signed parking space for 

persons with disabilities except those vehicles bearing (i) a handicapped license plate, a 

disabled veteran license plate, handicapped parking card issued by the state, or parking 

card bearing the international symbol of accessibility prominently displayed on the 

dashboard of the driver's side of the vehicle issued pursuant to La. R.S. 47:463.4 or 

467.463.4.1, or; (ii) a vehicle registered in another state and bearing that state's official 

designation for the handicapped, or; (iii) removable windshield placards, temporary 

removable windshield placards and special license plates which have been issued by 

issuing authorities of other countries, for the purpose of identifying vehicles permitted to 

utilize parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities for any person with disabilities 

who is temporarily in this state and who is not required to obtain Louisiana license plates. 

This will include appropriately signed parking spaces on any street, publicly owned and 

operated parking facilities, public facilities or public facilities for accommodation, and 

privately owned parking facilities subject to the provisions of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. For the purpose of this section, a "public facility" and "public facility for 

accommodation" shall also include parking spaces belonging to privately owned parking 

areas covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  

(b) Any person who uses any appropriately signed parking spaces for persons with disabilities 

shall be in violation of this section if the vehicle was not used for the transportation of the 

person for whom the license plate or parking card specified in paragraph (a) of this section 

was issued.  
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(c) When a motor vehicle bearing plates or displaying a hang tag issued to a mobility-impaired 

person or person with disabilities is being operated for the transport of the mobility-

impaired person or person with disabilities, the motor vehicle may be parked for up to a 

maximum of three hours without payment, regardless of meter fares otherwise applicable 

to the parking space. This provision shall apply except where ordinances or police 

regulations prohibit parking on a highway for the purpose of creating a fire lane or where 

the ordinances or police regulations provide for the accommodation of heavy traffic during 

morning, afternoon, or evening hours or where the motor vehicle is parked in such a manner 

as to clearly be a traffic hazard.  

(d) This section may be enforced by any person, duly authorized by the director of public 

works or the superintendent of police.  

(e) Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined $500.00. In addition 

to such fine, the offender shall be required to pay all court costs plus all towing fees and 

storage costs, if any.  

DIVISION 6. STOPPING FOR LOADING OR UNLOADING 

Sec. 154-921. Designation of loading zones, freight only, freight zones, passenger zones, 

freight handling and service truck zones, and service zones. 

(a) The parking administrator city traffic engineer shall determine the location of loading 

zones, freight only, freight zones, passenger zones, freight handling and service truck 

zones, and service zones and shall designate, modify and sign, indicating them as such for 

the use of all appropriate vehicles as specified in this chapter.  

(b) The zones authorized in subsection (a) of this section shall be established when it is deemed 

necessary to facilitate an overall parking program, to promote safety, or to improve the 

flow of traffic at a particular location. These zones shall be enforced according to the 

signage installed at the location, and the policies and regulations set forth by the parking 

division of the police department, in accordance with this Code.  

(c) At the discretion of the parking administrator city traffic engineer, loading zones, freight 

only, and freight zones may be in effect on a limited basis as indicated by signage. 

* * * 

DIVISION 8. STOPPING OR PARKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PLACES 

* * * 
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Sec. 154-1037. Parking of vehicles equipped with living accommodations prohibited during 

certain hours. 

(a) No person shall may park a vehicle which is equipped with living accommodations with 

an overall length in excess of 22 feet on any street between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 

a.m. Any citations issued under this section and resulting administrative proceedings shall 

be dismissed upon receipt of written notification from the vehicle's owner or lessee and 

verification by the parking division of the department of public works police that the 

vehicle was legally registered or leased to an individual who resides in on the same block 

in which the vehicle was parked when the citation was issued for apparent violation of this 

section.  

(b) For the purpose of this section a vehicle with living accommodations is defined as any 

motor vehicle that contains any one or more of the following things that are capable of 

being used for their originally intended purpose:  

(1) Sinks.  

(2) Wash facilities.  

(3) Lavatories.  

(4) Mattresses.  

(5) Stoves.  

(6) Tables.  

(7) Refrigerators.  

* * * 

Sec. 154-1040. No stopping or parking near hazardous or congested places. 

The public parking administrator city traffic engineer may determine and designate, by proper 

signs, places not exceeding 150 feet in length in which the stopping or parking of vehicles would 

create an especially hazardous condition or would cause unusual delay to traffic, and when such 

signs are erected no person shall stop or park a vehicle in any such designated place.  

Sec. 154-1041. Parking next to schools. 

The public parking administrator city traffic engineer may erect signs indicating no parking upon 

that side of any street adjacent to any school property when parking would, in his opinion, interfere 

with traffic or create a hazardous situation, and when such signs are erected no persons shall park 

a vehicle in any such designated place. 
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* * * 

DIVISION 9. PARKING METERS 

* * * 

Sec. 154-1082. Enforcement. 

The regulations pertaining to multispace pay stations, single/double space parking meters and 

OPS, as set forth by this article, shall be enforced by the department of police, the division of 

parking within the department of public works police, and such other officers as are authorized by 

the superintendent of police.  

* * * 

Sec. 154-1092. Use by city field representatives. 

(a) Any field representative of a department of city government when engaged in official 

business who displays a valid field representative parking permit on the inside of the 

vehicle on the right side of the rear windshield (rear windshield of the passenger side), or 

whose vehicle license plate is registered as a valid field representative in the OPS, while 

parking in any metered zone described below, shall not be required to deposit a coin or be 

charged via OPS for the use of the parking space for that period of time during which he is 

actually on official duty; provided, however, that no such vehicle shall be parked in the 

same space for more than four consecutive hours. Any metered parking space within the 

city with the exception of the off-street metered parking spots located adjacent to city hall 

on LaSalle Street and on Poydras Street shall be available for a maximum of four 

consecutive hours for approved use by properly authorized employees who are field 

representatives of a department of city government.  

(b) Employees described in subsection (a) may obtain a serially numbered parking permit 

decal from the director of the department of streets superintendent of police or have the 

vehicle registered as a valid field representative vehicle in the OPS.  

(c) These permits may be issued by the director of the department of streets superintendent 

of police only to appropriate employees described in subsection (a) and shall bear an 

expiration date of December 31 of each calendar year. These permits may be renewed by 

the director superintendent on January 1 of each year and shall be valid for 12 consecutive 

months.  

* * * 
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DIVISION 10. RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING PROGRAM 

* * * 

Sec. 154-1137. Penalties for violation. 

(a) Any person parking a motor vehicle not displaying a valid permit in a residential permit 

parking zone for a period exceeding the time limitation established shall be subjected to a 

fine, as set forth in section 154-699.  

(b) The parking administrator may temporarily suspend enforcement of the regulations or 

limitations of a residential permit parking zone at the direction of the director of the 

department of public works superintendent of police when needed to safeguard the public 

or for good cause shown.  

* * * 

Sec. 154-1139. Eligibility requirements. 

(a) A residential area shall be deemed is eligible for residential permit parking if, based on 

objective criteria established by the parking administrator city traffic engineer, parking 

therein is impacted by commuter vehicles.  

(b) In determining whether the appropriate designation of an area identified as eligible for 

residential permit parking or special permit parking zone shall be appropriately designated, 

the parking administrator city traffic engineer shall take into consideration the following 

factors:  

(1) The extent of the desire and need of the residents for appropriate designations and 

their willingness to bear the administrative costs in connection therewith.  

(2) Proximity of the neighborhood to major parking attractors including employment 

centers, retail stores, restaurants, universities, hospitals and tourist attractions.  

(3) Proximity of the neighborhood to transit service.  

(4) Scarcity of convenient off-street parking for residents.  

(5) The extent to which motor vehicles registered to persons residing in the residential 

area cannot be accommodated by the number of available off-street parking spaces.  

(6) Substantial use of neighborhood curb space by commuters and other nonresidents 

for parking. Substantial use is defined as 25 percent or more of non-resident 

vehicles in the area under consideration during peak parking space usage times.  

(7) Traffic, noise and safety problems caused by vehicles cruising for parking.  
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Sec. 154-1140. Designation procedures. 

(a) In order to determine whether a particular area should be designated as a residential permit 

parking zone or special permit parking zone, the parking administrator city traffic 

engineer or his designee shall conduct, upon his own initiative or upon request of the city 

council, a public forum prior to the designation or removal of the designation of a parking 

permit zone, or prior to the withdrawal of such designation once it is established. Such 

forum shall be held only after due notice has been published in the city's official journal. 

The notice shall clearly state the purpose of the forum, the boundaries of the permit parking 

zone under consideration, the reasons why such area is being proposed for designation, 

and, if applicable, the proposed parking fee that would be charged. During such forum any 

interested person shall be entitled to appear and be heard.  

(b) Within 15 days following the close of the public forum, the parking administrator city 

traffic engineer shall recommend by report to the city council whether to designate the 

area under consideration as a residential permit parking zone or special permit parking 

zone, specifying the times or limitations recommended and proposed fees, or whether to 

remove the designation in the case of an established residential permit parking zone or 

special permit parking zone. Within 30 days following the receipt of the report, the council 

shall approve or disapprove the recommendation of the parking administrator city traffic 

engineer, except special permit parking zones may be modified as deemed necessary by 

the council, as provided herein.  

Sec. 154-1141. Implementation; application for permit. 

(a) Once a residential permit parking zone or special permit parking zone has been is approved 

by the city council, implementation on a particular street shall be contingent on the 

following criteria:  

(1) The street is primarily residential.  

(2) A majority of the households signed a petition seeking resident residential or 

special parking status for their block.  

(3) At least 75 percent of the legal on-street parking spaces must be occupied during 

the period proposed for parking restrictions, as determined by the parking 

administrator city traffic engineer.  
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(b) The chief city traffic engineer or his designee shall install parking signs indicating the 

times, locations and conditions under which parking is by permit only on the streets 

designated as the residential permit parking zone or special parking zone. The signs shall 

indicate the times, locations and conditions under which parking  is by permit only.   

* * * 

Sec. 154-1146. Visitor and non-resident permits. 

* * * 

(b) Daily visitor permit.  

(1) In parking zones where parking spaces for visitors are not set aside on-street, the 

holder of a valid annual residential parking permit or valid student permit or 

residential property owner subject to restrictions contained herein, may apply for a 

daily visitor's permit, which shall not be transferable.  

(2) The daily visitor permit shall identify the permanent residential permit number, as 

applicable, and zone, and shall be signed by the permit-holder host or residential 

property owner attesting that the temporary permit shall be used by a bona fide 

visitor.  

(3) Each daily visitor permit shall be $4.00 per pass. Upon presentation of adequate 

proof, persons 65 years of age or older who otherwise qualify for the permit shall 

pay a fee of $2.00 for each permit issued. An application fee shall not be charged 

for issuance of a daily visitor permit. 

(4) A daily visitor may not have more than one residential parking permit of valid 

student permit. A waiver of this limitation may be granted by the parking 

administrator subject to approval by the director of public works superintendent 

of police or their designee.  

(c) Residential property owner permit. 

(1) The parking administrator is authorized to issue an annual non-transferrable 

property owner permit to a residential property owner that is not a resident provided 

that they provide proof that they have at least a 51 percent ownership interest in a 

residential property as reflected on the property tax records for a real property 

address, current vehicle registration, license plate number and valid driver's license.  

(2) The fee for issuance of such permit shall be in accordance with section 154-1142.  
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(3) No single real property address shall be permitted to be issued or possess more than 

one residential property owner permit. A waiver of this limitation may be granted 

by the parking administrator subject to approval by the director of public works 

superintendent of police or their designee.  

(4) The holder of a residential property owner permit shall not be authorized to apply 

for a daily visitor permit.   

* * * 

ARTICLE XI. INSPECTION OF VEHICLE  

* * * 

DIVISION 2. MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION 

Sec. 154-1301. Established. 

(a) There is hereby established in the department of public works police a motor vehicle 

inspection bureau.  

(b) The director of the department of public works superintendent of police or his a designated 

representative is authorized to make such administrative rules and regulations as may 

become necessary to carry out and make effective the provisions of this article.  

Sec. 154-1302. General authority. 

(a) The department of public works police shall inspect or cause to be inspected all vehicles 

registered within the City of New Orleans to determine whether such vehicles are in safe 

operating condition and are equipped with functioning safety devices required by the laws 

of the city and state and are adequately covered by liability insurance as required by La. 

R.S. 32:861 et seq.  

(b) The department of public works police shall maintain or authorize operation of one or more 

motor vehicle inspection stations within the City of New Orleans.  

(c) Subject to the discretion of the director superintendent, the department of police may 

authorize satellite inspection stations to perform motor vehicle inspections on its behalf of 

the department of public works.  

(d) For purposes of this chapter, a "satellite inspection station" is defined as a facility 

authorized by the motor vehicle inspection bureau to conduct motor vehicle inspections on 

behalf of the department of public works police, subject to the inspection standards 

outlined in this chapter.  
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(e) For the purposes of this chapter, a "commercial vehicle" is defined as any self-propelled or 

towed vehicle used on public roads and highways in commerce to transport passengers or 

property when:  

(1) The vehicle has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight of 

10,001 pounds or more;  

(2) The vehicle is designed to transport more than ten passengers, including the 

driver.  

Sec. 154-1303. Vehicle inspection required. 

(a) No person shall operate a vehicle owned by a resident of this state upon the streets of the 

City of New Orleans unless it bears a current safety inspection certificate (brake tag) from 

the municipality where the vehicle is registered, or if such municipality does not require 

such safety inspection certificate, then from the state. All vehicles registered in the City of 

New Orleans shall be presented to the department of public works police or an authorized 

inspection station at least once every other year, except as may be otherwise provided in 

this section. Such an inspection shall be performed within 60 days after the month the 

vehicle was acquired or newly registered in the State of Louisiana after being transferred 

from another state.  

(b) Vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less are eligible for a two-

year inspection certificate only if the vehicle age is ten years or less. For purposes of this 

article, the term "vehicle age" shall be determined based on the vehicle's model year, and 

a "year" shall be measured through the last day of that respective calendar year (for 

example, a vehicle with a model year of 2000 shall have a vehicle age of one year as of 

January 1, 2001).  

(c) Vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds or greater shall be presented 

to the department of public works police or an authorized inspection station on an annual 

basis and shall not be entitled to a two-year inspection certificate.  

(d) The annual inspection period shall begin on January 1 of each year; the reinspection month 

shall be determined by the month and year indicated on each particular vehicle's previous 

inspection certificate.  

* * * 

Sec. 154-1305. Motor vehicle inspection standards. 
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(a) The director superintendent of public works police is authorized to promulgate 

administrative rules and regulations for the inspection of motor vehicles to further the 

purpose and intent of this article. Rules and regulations so promulgated shall supersede and 

take precedence over standards of the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and 

Corrections.  

(b) In the absence of administrative rules and regulations established by the director 

superintendent of public works police, motor vehicle inspections within the City of New 

Orleans will be conducted in compliance with the standards promulgated by the Secretary 

of the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections, unless such standards 

conflict with the provisions of this article, in which case this article shall govern.  

Sec. 154-1306. Issuance of certificate. 

(a) Upon determining that a vehicle is equipped with functioning safety devices, as required 

by the laws of the city and state, and is adequately covered by liability insurance as required 

by state law, and upon collection of fees for such inspection as set forth in section 154-

1307 of this chapter, the department of public works police shall attach or cause to be 

attached an inspection certificate to the lower left side of the windshield of such vehicle. 

Inspection certificates shall expire on the last day of the month indicated on the face of the 

certificate.  

(b) Vehicles which fail to pass inspection shall be issued a card showing the mechanical faults 

or indicating that proof of liability insurance as required by law has not been provided. A 

period of not more than 30 days shall be allowed in which to make necessary repairs or to 

provide proof of liability insurance as required by law, and such rejection card shall be a 

substitute for the inspection certificate during such period. Vehicles that pose a specific 

road safety hazard are restricted to driving no more than 20 miles within a 30-day period 

in order to make necessary repairs.  

Sec. 154-1307. Fees. 

(a) Inspection stickers:  

(1) The fees to be paid by the owner or operator of a vehicle for an annual inspection 

certificate under this chapter shall be as follows:  

i. Commercial vehicles shall pay a fee of $60.00.  

ii. All other vehicles shall pay a fee of $25.00.  
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(2) The department of public works police shall collect from the operator of permitted 

satellite inspection stations the following amount per annual inspection certificate 

issued:  

i. All inspection certificates for commercial vehicles, as defined in this 

chapter: $20.00.  

ii. Inspection certificates for all other vehicles: $12.50.  

(b) Late fees shall be assessed at a rate of $2.00 per month beginning on the first day of the 

calendar month following expiration, or 60 days after the month the vehicle is acquired or 

newly registered in the state of Louisiana after being transferred from another state. Late 

fees shall not exceed the price of an annual inspection certificate.  

(c) All fees for inspection certificates and late fees shall be collected by an approved inspector 

and remitted to the department to be deposited into the general fund of the city. Payment 

for late fees shall be submitted no more than 15 days after being collected.  

(d) For inspection certificates providing two years of validity as set forth in this chapter; the 

fee for such certificates shall be equivalent to the fee required for two annual inspections.  

(e) Fees for satellite inspection stations:  

(1) Permitted satellite inspection stations shall remit an annual fee of $25.00 to the 

department of public works police plus an annual fee of $5.00 for each inspector 

named on the permit application.  

(2) If additional inspectors are added subsequent to the new or renewal application, the 

satellite inspection station shall remit the $5.00 fee when that inspector is submitted 

to the department of public works police for approval. 

Sec. 154-1308. Motor vehicle inspection stations, generally. 

(a) Motor vehicle inspection stations shall conduct vehicle inspections throughout the calendar 

year.  

(b) Inspection stations shall display signage as proscribed by the director superintendent 

providing information including, but not limited to, hours of motor vehicle inspections, 

types of vehicle inspections performed, and standards for inspections.  

(c) Restrooms must be available within the facility for use of customers.  

(d) All motor vehicle inspections must be conducted on the premises of the approved 

inspection station and must be conducted on a hard surface (concrete or asphalt). 



 

60 
 

Notwithstanding any law, rule or administrative policy to the contrary, inspection stations 

are not required to reserve a service bay or stall for the exclusive purpose of conducting 

motor vehicle inspections.  

(e) For inspecting vehicles with a gross weight rating below 10,001 pounds, inspection stations 

must have available space to conduct a 20 mile per hour road test approved by the 

department of public works police. Alternatively, a properly installed and calibrated brake 

testing machine may be utilized in lieu of the road test. For inspecting commercial vehicles, 

as defined in this chapter, stations shall meet all standards outlined in Title 55 of the 

Louisiana Administrative Code.  

* * * 

(l) Inspection stations shall maintain an inventory of certificates of inspection adequate to 

satisfy the needs of the public, subject to the determination and standards of the department 

of public works police.  

Sec. 154-1309. Satellite inspection stations, specifically. 

(a) For the purpose of making inspections and issuing official inspection certificates, as 

provided within this article, the director superintendent of the department of public works 

police may issue permits for and furnish instructions to satellite inspection stations for the 

inspection of vehicles as required by this chapter.  

(b) Application for a satellite inspection station permit shall be made upon an official form 

provided by the director superintendent for that purpose, and may be granted when the 

director superintendent is satisfied that the station is properly equipped, has adequately 

trained personnel to perform such inspections, and that inspections will be conducted in 

accordance with the laws of the city and state.  

(c) The director superintendent shall supervise and cause inspections to be made of such 

satellite inspection stations and shall suspend and/or revoke and require surrender of any 

permit issued to a station which is not properly equipped or where inspections are not 

properly conducted.  

(d) The director superintendent shall suspend and/or revoke and require surrender of any 

permit issued to a station when such station issues an inspection certificate in violation of 

this article, the Code of the City of New Orleans, or state law.  
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(e) Satellite inspection stations permits shall not be assigned, transferred, or used at any 

location other than therein designated and every permit shall be posted in a conspicuous 

place at the location designated.  

(f) Satellite inspection station operators are responsible for the safekeeping of motor vehicle 

inspection certificates purchased for use by that station from the department of public 

works police. If inspection certificates are lost, stolen, destroyed, or otherwise rendered 

unusable, no refund of fees or replacement certificates shall be issued by the director 

superintendent.  

(g) Qualification for satellite inspection stations:  

(1) Any business seeking approval as a satellite inspection station must guarantee 

inspections will be conducted in accordance with this article for a minimum of 40 

hours per week.  

i. Subject to the determination of the director superintendent of public works 

police, approval of a satellite inspection station may be conditioned upon a 

guarantee of operation on specific days or during specific times to ensure 

adequate service to the public.  

(2) Satellite inspection stations shall only be approved at locations operating under the 

use classification of "gas station," "motor vehicle service and repair, major", "motor 

vehicle service and repair," or "car wash" with permanent structures and sewerage 

and water board approved drainage in compliance with the standards of the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.  

(3) Businesses applying for approval as a satellite inspection station must have been in 

operation for a minimum of 90 days at the time of application, as evidenced by the 

business's occupational license issued by the department of finance.  

(4) Satellite inspection stations are required to submit and maintain a surety bond for 

the amount of $5,000.00 to provide for any damages which may occur to private 

vehicles during inspection due to negligence on the part of the satellite inspection 

station or its employees.  

(5) Satellite inspection stations shall have a minimum of two approved motor vehicle 

inspectors on staff and registered with the department of public works police, with 
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at least one approved motor vehicle inspector on duty during all inspection hours 

to perform motor vehicle inspections.  

(6) Permitted satellite inspection stations shall inspect and issue inspection certificates 

to the owner or operator of private motor vehicles in accordance with the fees 

outlined in section 154-1307(a)(1) of this chapter.  

(h) Satellite stations are required to record each inspection performed, along with all inspection 

certificate serial numbers and late fees collected, in the format required and frequency 

specified by the department of public works police.  

Sec. 154-1310. Approved motor vehicle inspectors. 

(a) All personnel employed by the satellite inspection station for the purpose of conducting 

motor vehicle inspections shall be approved and licensed by the department of public works 

police.  

(b) No person shall be approved as a motor vehicle inspector that has not completed motor 

vehicle inspection training approved by the Louisiana Department of Public Safety. 

Evidence of completion shall be submitted to the department of public works police. Any 

inspector that has been unlicensed for a year or more must be retrained before inspecting 

any vehicle.  

(c) Persons performing inspections on commercial vehicles, as defined in this chapter, shall 

be a current ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) Certified Diesel Mechanic or have an 

equivalent accreditation. Proof shall be provided to the department each time an inspector's 

application is submitted for review.  

Sec. 154-1311. Fleet inspection stations. 

(a) Any person, corporation, partnership, or other business entity owning or holding leases for 

more than ten motor vehicles registered in New Orleans and operating at least one vehicle 

repair and maintenance shop, may, upon request, have one or more of his vehicle repair 

and maintenance shops designated as fleet inspection stations for the purpose of inspecting 

and certifying those motor vehicles which are owned or leased by him.  

(b) Such fleet inspection stations are required to maintain compliance with all applicable 

provisions of sections 154-1308, 154-1309, and 154-1310.  
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(c) Permitted fleet inspection stations shall remit an annual fee of $25.00 to the department of 

public works police plus an annual fee of $5.00 for each inspector named on the permit 

application.  

(1) If additional inspectors are added subsequent to the new or renewal application, the 

fleet inspection station shall remit the $5.00 fee when that inspector is submitted to 

the department of public works police for approval.  

(d) The department of public works police shall collect from the operator of permitted fleet 

inspection stations the full amount of inspection certificates as provided in section 154-

1307(a)(1).  

Sec. 154-1312. Misrepresentation and false certificates. 

(a) No person shall, in any manner, represent any place or business as a satellite or fleet 

inspection station unless such station is operating pursuant to a valid permit issued by the 

department of public works police.  

(b) No person other than an approved motor vehicle inspector shall issue an inspection 

certificate on behalf of the department of public works police or a permitted satellite or 

fleet inspection station.  

(c) No person shall use, possess, display or cause to be displayed upon any vehicle any 

inspection certificate knowing same to be fictitious, fraudulent, issued to a vehicle other 

than the one to which it was recorded, or issued without an a complete inspection having 

been made.  

* * * 

ARTICLE XIV. TRUCK AND OVERSIZED VEHICLES 

* * * 

DIVISION 3. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

* * * 

Sec. 154-1563. Violations and penalties. 

(1) Proceedings for violations of this article shall be initiated by affidavit and will be heard in 

traffic court, pursuant to Chapter 154 Article III of the Code of the City of New Orleans.  

(2) The penalty for a violation of this section shall be $500.00 for the first offense and 

$1,000.00 for the second or subsequent offense.  
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(3) The penalties provided by this section shall be in addition to any other penalty imposed by 

any other provision of law or regulation thereunder.  

(4) In addition to the fines established by this section, violation of this article by a person who 

owns, manages, operates, or otherwise controls a vehicle covered by this article may result 

in the suspension or revocation of any permit or license issued to the person by the 

department of public works police for the vehicle in violation.  

(5) Lack of a sign or signage shall not be a defense for a citation or other penalty issued for a 

violation of any section of this article.  

* * * 

ARTICLE XVII. AUTOMATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM 

* * * 

Sec. 154-1702. Administrative adjudication procedure; appeals; fees. 

(a) A person who receives a notice of violation may contest the imposition of the civil penalty 

by appearing before the administrative adjudication bureau on or before the scheduled 

hearing date.  

(b) Administrative adjudications of violations of this section shall be conducted by the parking 

adjudication bureau established by sections 154-681 through 154-685. In conducting 

administrative adjudication hearings of violations of this section, the parking adjudication 

bureau shall have the powers and duties conferred by section 154-685.  

(c) Failure to pay a civil penalty or to challenge liability in a timely manner is a waiver of the 

right to appeal under subsection 154-1702(h).  

(d) The civil penalty shall not be assessed if, after a hearing, the hearing officer enters a finding 

of no liability.  

(e) In an administrative adjudication hearing, the issues must be proved at the hearing by a 

preponderance of the evidence. The reliability of the automated traffic enforcement system 

used to produce the recorded image of the violation may be attested to in an administrative 

adjudication hearing by affidavit of a sworn law enforcement officer or the department of 

public works police. An affidavit of a sworn law enforcement officer or from the 

department of public works police that alleges a violation based on an inspection of the 

pertinent recorded image is admissible in a proceeding under this article and is evidence of 

the facts contained in the affidavit.  
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(f) A vehicle owner may prove by a preponderance of the evidence at the hearing that any of 

the following circumstances apply and thereby qualifies as an affirmative defense to the 

imposition of civil liability.  

(1) The operator of the motor vehicle was acting in compliance with the lawful order 

or direction of a law enforcement or public safety officer;  

(2) The operator of the motor vehicle violated the instructions of the speed limit sign 

in an effort to move out of the way of an immediately approaching authorized 

emergency vehicle;  

(3) The motor vehicle was being operated as an authorized emergency vehicle under 

La. R.S. 32:24, and the operator was acting in compliance with La. R.S. 32:24;  

(4) The motor vehicle was being operated by a person other than the owner of the 

vehicle without the consent of the owner, express or implied.  

(5) The license plate depicted in the recorded image of the violation was a stolen plate 

and being displayed on a motor vehicle other than the motor vehicle for which the 

plate had been issued, if at the time of the violation the motor vehicle displayed a 

stolen plate, which must include proof acceptable to the hearing officer to prove 

that the theft of the vehicle or license plate had been timely reported to the 

appropriate law enforcement agency.  

(6) The person who received the notice of violation was not the owner of the motor 

vehicle at the time of the violation; or  

(g) Notwithstanding anything in this article to the contrary, a person who fails to pay the 

amount of a civil penalty or to challenge liability in a timely manner is entitled to a new 

administrative adjudication hearing date on the violation if:  

(1) The person files an affidavit with the hearing officer stating the date on which the 

person actually received the notice of violation mailed to the person with an 

explanation and necessary documentation that the failure to receive actual notice 

before the initial hearing date was beyond the vehicle owner's control; and  

(2) The person files a request for an administrative hearing within 30 days from the 

date of receipt of the notice of violation, as stated in the affidavit.  

(h) (1)  The decision of the hearing officer shall be the final decision on behalf of the city. 

A person or persons aggrieved by such a decision may appeal such a decision to 



 

66 
 

the traffic court, which shall have exclusive appellate jurisdiction of all such 

appeals. Any such appeal shall be filed within 30 days after the date of such 

decision. The traffic court shall have de novo review over such appeals.  

(2) The traffic court may require a reasonable fee not to exceed $50.00, from any person 

or persons lodging any such appeal with the traffic court to defray the cost of record 

preparation, transcription of evidence, and other related costs of the appeal. No such 

appeal shall be processed until due proof has been furnished indicating that the 

appeal fee has been paid.  

(3) Any appellant who pleads that because of his poverty he is unable to pay the fee 

authorized in section 154-1702(h)(2) may take a pauper's oath in open court and if 

the judge, after querying the appellant, is satisfied that such is the case, he shall 

allow the appeal to be taken in forma pauperis.  

(4) The clerk of court shall deposit any fee(s) collected under this article in the traffic 

court judicial expense fund.  

(i) In cases where a person charged with a violation shows good cause for not attending a 

hearing, either personally or through a representative, the hearing officer may permit the 

matter to be adjudicated by mail which adjudication shall be made within 60 days of the 

date of the citation. Letters, memoranda, affidavits, photographs or other documentary 

materials shall be admissible as evidence for the purposes of adjudications by mail. The 

hearing officer may exclude from consideration any material which is not relevant to the 

adjudication of the alleged violation. Failure of the person charged to proceed with an 

adjudication by mail after requesting and receiving permission to adjudicate by mail shall 

constitute an admission by the person charged of liability of the violation and shall subject 

the person who requested the adjudication by mail to the appropriate fines and costs 

assessed by the adjudication bureau.  

(j) If a hearing examiner determines that an adjudication cannot proceed by mail, the 

adjudication bureau shall advise the person charged by first class mail that he must appear 

to answer the charge at a hearing. 

* * * 

Sec. 154-1704. Effect of liability; exclusion of civil remedy. 
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(a) The imposition of a civil penalty under this article shall not be considered a criminal 

conviction.  

(b) A civil penalty may not be imposed under this article upon the owner of a motor vehicle, 

if the operator of the vehicle was arrested or was issued a speeding citation and notice to 

appear by a law or public safety officer as a violation of La. R.S. 32:232, even if such 

violation was captured by the automated traffic enforcement system. The imposition of a 

civil penalty under this article is an alternative method of detecting and deterring red-light 

violations and speeding.  

(c) An owner who fails to pay the civil penalty or to timely challenge liability for the penalty 

is considered to admit liability for the full amount of the civil penalty stated in the notice 

of violation mailed to the vehicle owner, and the matter will be transmitted to the parking 

adjudication bureau of the city. The city attorney is authorized to file suit to enforce 

collection of unpaid fines and/or related fees and penalties imposed under section 154-1703 

to secure such payments.  

(d) If the owner fails to timely respond to the second notice, the department of public works 

police is authorized to enforce the payment of this civil penalty and related fees by use of 

the following methods: immobilization of vehicles (booting), towing and impounding, 

reporting the debt to collection agencies/credit reporting agencies, and/or initiating 

actions through the court.”  
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